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Aaw telrim; hostages likely topic 

UOOfflA (AP) — Sjniu Foreign MlnWw FarouL AJ S him , who hM 
htf mate he wmU a* Ina tor id help la freeing Weston hostages hi 
mM fa Tdma Kwiig. The aBdri Mamie Repabfle News 
• ^|r i ty .tqo*d ftitShBW mo w fcwri «t the airport by Ho I rabu 
vm aaaepmt AB AU«r Vdayati m he b^a Us two-fey trip. Vdxyntt 
idKiui to fc “fcaportmt <iite|Jc ties** btiwtui he two and 

add Shariah *MI WMht eoartribate to incraafag those flea, the npeacy 
reported. *0>e agency «fe offl rii i i of tbe two comtrfea 
Uhmsn, Wed toe, the Middle East and the Mus8m World. It dU not 
n m rtnn yrifleo gy the kne of the hostages. Last Bondi Sfaana told 

. Peggy Soy* dfer of Americas hostage Terry Anderson, teat he would nbe 

the hone of Irantan help la free the 18 Westerners hrid ta W 

$*V-irufan groups. Be said he would “wort btaarirdy wifli Irabn 
Inters’ for the hostages’ release and wooldbdBgnp the s^jeetdarter Us 
trip to Tchrin- 




LONDON (Agenda) — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Mamn A1 Qssesa has ealed hr a dfadogne with the Soviet Uulw over the 
fane of Soviet Jewish ftwntgartnu to lirvi saying that Moscow was 
iqjeding the Middk East with the danger ofa aew war by aflowfag its Jews 
Id r migrate; to toe Zionist stale. “Infecting Israel with res ou r ces 

who mdd cad ap hi toe occapkd lands wffl end toe peace process,” Qasea 
told the London based Akhsrq A1 Awsat n e ws paper . “It b neces sa ry to 
start a quirt and dialogne with the Soviet Union 1* ™°* it b 

«Mt tfu» SnvW ITwtm w« fa Hmship^. tfttti 

toe threat of a new war, he said. “TVs war, if it takes place, wffl extend 
beyond the regbn said wV have its effect on ne ig hbou ri ng a a miito t, 
Hiding the Soviets.” More than 9,600 Soviet Jews have gone to Israel 
since January and Israeli o l ll riah say 400,000 others have applied to 
e migrat e to InucL Israeli st a tetneat i have hatfe s ted that many rffean wffl 
settle in the occupied West Bask and Gaza Strip. 
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After lengthy debate, deputies 
vote for dosed session Tuesday 

House votes to debate 
corruption in ‘secret’ 

revealed to ns as a result of oar search 


Nathan to seek 
Yemeni emigration 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli pacifist 
Abie Nathan said Sunday be 
planned to visit Sooth Yemen this 
week vs wort for Yemeni Jews to 
be allowed to emigrate. Nathan, 
who served a four-month jail terra in 
load for meeting Yasser Arafat 
told Israel Radio die Palestine 
leader had agreed to help him 
gain permission to enter South 
Yemen. Between 3,000 and 4,000 
Jews live m Sooth Yemen, 
according to Jewish Agency esti- 
mates. 

Assad gets 
Soviet message 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said 
&mday it had received a message 
from the Soviet Union. The Sy- 
rian Arab News Agency (SANA) 
r said the message from Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, deal- 
ing with developments in the 
Soviet Union and bilateral coop- 
eration, was handed to President 
Hafez A1 Assad Saturday by 
Soviet Ambassador Alexander 
Zotov. 

Shevardnadze 
visits Africa 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
left Sunday for a seven-nation 
tour of Africa after dedaring that 
.. . all aspects of Moscow’s coopera- 
~ tion with the Third World were 
under review. The highlight of his 
nine-day trip is his visit to Nami- 
bia Wednesday, where be win 
attend independence celebrations 
and meet UJ». Secretary of State 
James Baker: On the eve of his 
depart ur e for Angola, Zambia, 
Namibia, Mozambique, Zim- 
babwe, Tanzania and Nigeria, 
Shevardnadze told the Soviet 
news agency Nbvosti that— “the 
future is with new progressive 
forms of cooperation.” 

New Delhi 
survives crisis 


By Salamrh Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After a lengthy de- 
bate Sunday, the Lower House of 
Parfiament voted in favour of 
convening a closed session to 
discuss the outcome of the Fi- 
nance Committee’s preliminary 
investigations into the Kingdom's 
debt problem and financial and 
a dminist rative cor r up tion. 

Out of the 63 deputies present, 
44 voted in favour of a dosed 
session, to be convened Tbesday 
as proposed by 12 deputies who 
are members of the Finance 
Committee. 

The committee’s chairman, 
Abdullah Ensonr, argued strong- 
ly m favour of keeping the session 
dosed so as to avoid fTibeling” 
people and obstructing the due 
process of the law. 

He explained that Tuesday's 
session “trill deal with names of 
people and projects, and declara- 
tions about some present or for- 
mer officials which could be 
harmfuL” 

Ensour, a former member of 
the Rifai cabinet, said keeping 
the session dosed was “necessary 
to protect people’s honour and to 
avoid sensationalism that could 
be harmful for and detrimental to 
the investigation.** 

He added that Partiament “is 
not the judiciary and does not 


our preliminary report which will 
be followed by other reports cm 
corruption and parties responsi- 
ble for the debt.” 

The former p lanning minister 
said that if Tuesday’s session 
were to be open, the committee 
would ndt be able to present all 
the facts to deputies and wonld be 
depriving the discussion from in- 
strumental information. 

Justice Minister Yousef Mbai- 
deen, who is also a deputy from 
Karak, said the session must be 
dosed “because it is m the in- 
terest of tire investigation to keep 
things under a lid until cases are 
ruled upon by the judiciary. 

Deputy Thougan Hindawi 
(Irbid) made a strong case against 
the dosed session. He said that 
after studying interpretations of 
the article in the Constitution, 
winch allows the bolding of such 
sessions, “it was revealed to me 
that the House can resort to 
dosed sessions as an exception, 
only if there was a conviction that 
making die session public would 
harm national security or cause 
military, political, sodal or eco- 
nomic damage.” 

Hindawi asserted that “it is dear 
that discussing the debt, corruption 
and economic crimes does not fall 
under these headings.** 

He argued thar as deputies, “we 
won in the elections because we 
promised people in our election prog- 
rammes to reveal aD the facts... the 
people are stiQ s u f fe rin g, and if we 


and deliberations and ulmaHnning a 
major component of our credibility 
which we ffwnari from the people.” 

He dismissed as unreasonable 
assertions that malting the discussioas 
public would influence the judiciary. 
‘The judiciary is impartial and honest 
and is not supposed to be 
except by its own conviction and 
objectivity in looking for the truth. It 
is only through justice that dm inno- 
cent are vindicated,** be said. 

Deputy Salim Zoo'bi argued that 
dosed sessions “have failed in keep- 
ing deliberations within the walls of 
PuhamenL” He explained that dis- 
cussions at the House's two dosed 
sessions earlier this month leaked to 
the public and were published in 
some local and foreign n ewspaper s. 

“There is more harm in dosing the 
session than opening it to the public,” 
he said. “Such sessions open die way 
to rumours and the building on 
ramoun which creates an atmosphere 
of u n c er t ain ty among doz ens and to 
negative results.” 

He also said that it was illogical to 
ask tbe House to vote on whether the 
session should be dosed or open 
when deputies are not aware of tbe 
contents of the report 

Deputies Saad Haddadm, Fares 
Nabtdsi. Ahmad Oweidi Abbadi, 
Faisal Ben Jazi and Hussein Mjalli 
rirmantfrrf that the committee pro- 
vide them with copies of its report 
before voting on Tuesday’s session. 
But deputies Theeb Marji, Abdul 
Hafiz Aiawi and Yousef AJ A them 
said there was no harm in having one 
dosed session then opening the rest 
of the sessions to discuss the report. 

During the vote count it was 
noticed that all deputies in tbe 
Cabinet^ most fiilamists and members 
of the Finanoe Committee voted in 


issue rulings. We have some facts 
witfL details and some-wrth nti 
details... we must start -some- 
where and we are starting with 


■resort to-secrecym tins -matter,- we 
would be depriving the people of 
their right to know the truth as 


favour of a dosed session. 


Palestinian dies amid Hamas 


5 NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
minority National Front govern- 
ment survived its first major in- 
ternal crisis on Sunday when De- 
puty Prime Minister Devi Lai 
withdrew fcris two-day-old resigna- 
tion. Oumanbhai Patel, spokes- 
man for tiie front alliance, said 
Lai agrefcd to remain in the gov- 
ernment after receiving a letter 
from Prime Minister Vrshwanath 
Pratap Singh. Singh’s four- 
montb-old government needs 
support from both left-wing par- 
ties and right-wing Hindu revival-' 
ists and there bad been specula- 
tion that some other members of 
parliament might also desert it. 


Arafat pledges 
to defend Libya 

ROME (AP) — Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
* .non Yasser Arafat pledged Sun- 
day to defend Libya “with oar 
Wood” from U.S. threats, state- 
nm Libyan radio reported. The 
ratio, in a report monitored in 
Rome and London, said Arafat 
spoke Sunday after a meeting 
with Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi. 


Latvia, Estonia 
elect legislators 


MOSCOW (AP) —Voters in five 
Soviet republics elected local 
feg&atqcs Sunday, with crucial 
nmoffii in the Slavic heartland 


pzevai! as in neighbouring 
Lithuania. The elections in Latvia 
and Estonia are the first multi- 


in Latvia 'and Estonia hoping to 


P«ty balloting for the parlia- 
roeats o# the two Baltic republics, 
'^olla opened at 7 a.m. (0400 
GMTJi and were dosing at 8 p.m. 
(1700 GMT). Results were not 
^peeled until Monday or later. 


fern’s judge says 
Rushdie decree 
stands 

NICOSIA (R)~~ iron’s top judge 

repeated Sunday that the late 
Ayatollah Rubo&ah Khomeini's 
order to JriU Bri&h author Sal- 
man kudvfie had to be carried 
“The verdict issued by hi* 
amatace the kader must be for- 
p kmeated and cannot be re- 
vised,” Mohammad Ali Yaztfi 
told a newt confer ence reported 
by Tehran Radio. 


strike against Baker proposal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM' 
(AP) — A Palestinian man died 
in a West Bank hospital Sunday, 
three days after he was hit in the 
bead by a robber bullet fired by 
Israefi soldiers subduing stone- 
throwers, hospital reports said. 

Also Sunday, shops and 
schools in the occupied West 
Bank and Arab Jerusalem were 
dosed by a general strike called 
by the fundamentalist Islamic 
Hamas movement 

The strike was to protest a plan 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker to hold preliminary Israeli- 
Palesrinian talks. A recent 
Hamas leaflet said Baker’s prop- 
osal was “an American-Zionist 
conspiracy.” 

Meanwhile, the Association for 
Ovil Rights in Israel announced 
it asked the army for an indepen- 
dent review of a raid last Decem- 
ber in which soldiers killed two 
Palestinians and wounded three 
others while trying to arrest an 
Arab suspect. 


The man who died Sunday was 
identified as Salim Yacoub 
Rihan, 50. Reports said he was 
shot Thursday night as he drove a 
horse-drawn cart through the A1 
Anutr i refugee camp. 

A doctor at RamaQab hospital 
said Rihan was hit in the bead- 
with a single rubber bullet “fired 
at dose range.” 

Rihan ’s death raised to 664 the 
number of Palestinians killed by 
Israeli sokfiexs or civilians since 
the uprising against Israel's 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip began in December 
1987. 

Reports said Mazen A1 Bisha- 
wi, 28, was shot four times in his 
clothing shop in the Nablus cen- 
tral market by a masked man. 
Bishawi was suspected of dealing 
in drugs and prostitution, the 
reports said. 

Meanwhile, reports said that 
Ynssra Salama, who was reported 
killed last Wednesday in Gaza’s 
Khan Yunis refugee camp as a 


suspected collaborator, had 
escaped her Palestinian attackers 
and returned home Friday with 
serious injuries. 

In the Gaza Scrip Sunday, an 
18-year-old Palestinian was in cri- 
tical condition after he was hit in 
the head by a plastic ballet in a 
stone-throwing confrontation 
with soldiers in Gaza City, hospit- 
al officials said. 

The youth, a resident of the 
Jabaliya refugee camp, was 
evacuated to hospital for further 
treatment, they said. 

Tbe Israeli Ovil Rights group's 
petition was filed with Anmon 
Strasnow, the army . advocate 
general. 

Israeli soldiers raided the home 
of the Alawneh family in the 
West Bank village of Jaba last 
Dec. 22 to arrest a son, Moham- 
mad Alawneh, 22. At the time, 
the army said it opened fire after 
encou n tering resistance to the 
raid. 


Carbomb defused in W. Beirut; 


artillery battles flare in east 


BEIRUT (AP) — A carbomb 
was defused near a Syrian army 
base in weffi Beirut Sunday as 
rival Christian fences battled until 
artillery and tanks in mountains 
north of die dty, shattering a 
shaky two-week-old ceasefire in 
their mini-war. 

Police reported that a driver- 
less navy blue Audi sedan packed 
with 60 kilogrammes of explo- 
sives was rolled down a street 
leading to the wrecked Commod- 
ore Hold, with its motor and 
lights off before dawn. 

“But it veered slightly to the 
left ™d bit a sandbag position on 
a road intersection about 20 
metres from tbe Commodore and 
iudrily failed to go off,” said a 
police spokesman. 

He said the target of the 
attempted bombing was almost 
certainly the hotel, where about 
100 Syrian sokfiers are quartered. 

The building is across the street 
from a seven-storey block bous- 
ing tbe Beirut offices of tbe 
Associated Pres, tbe U.S. CBS 
and NBC television networks, the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
and Kuwait's A1 Qabas daily. 


The police spokesman said 
bomb disposal experts estab- 
lished that the explosives were set 
to detonate at 4 a.m. (0200 
GMT), but they could not deter- 
mine wby the timing device failed 
to fanction- 

The carbomb remained unde- 
tected for more than two hours, 
until Syrian sentries began pat- 
rolling tbe area at 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT;, tbe spokesman added. 

A police sapper. Chief Serge- 
nat Mohammad Idriss, removed 
two boxes of explosives from the 
car while Syrian officers watched. 

Police reported that in tbe 
Christian enclave north of the 
dty, repegade General Michel 
Acnm's troops and fighters of tbe 
Lebanese Forces militia beaded 
by warlord Samir Geagea pound- 
ed each other with artillery and 
tank barrages all night. There was 
no immediate report of casual- 
ties. 

The exchanges in the moun- 
tains of Kesrouan province, 32 
kilometres north of Beirut fol- 
lowed mortar duds Saturday in 
which six civilians were killed. 

They included a family of four 


trapped in a burning under- 
ground shelter in the Resronan 
town of BaHouneh. Eight other 
people were wounded. 

Saturday's dashes prompted 
Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir, spir- 
itual head of the dominant Maro- 
nite Catholic Sect, to warn in his 
Sunday sermon of “alarmingly 
increasing threats” of another 
full-scale bout of fighting be- 
tween the Christian rivals. 

“Let’s stop this recklessness,” 
Sfeir declared. “If both sides re- 
spect their ceasefire pledges, why 
are they then rearming, reloading 
and ceaselessly fortifying their 

petitions all over the Christi a n 
» 

tiiCoa 

Arab troubleshooter Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi discussed with President 
Elias Hrawi and Prime Minister 
Salim A1 Hass ways to resolve 
Lebanon’s deadlocked political 
crisis, official sources said 
Sunday. 

They said Arab League envoy 
Ibrahimi, who arrived in Beirut 
Saturday, met separately with 
Hrawi, Hoss, House Speaker 
Hussein Hussemi and several 
political and religious leaders. 


Carter: Syria ready for direct talks 
with Israel under international aegis 


Paying one’s own way 

FORMER VS. President Jimmy Carter said Sunday that be was 
payfeog Ms way to Israel and the occapkd territories because Israeli 
g overnm ent offers of support with a c ondit ion that tt wonld decide 
which Palestinians from the occupied ter ritori es he would meet. 

The Israelis told tin that ‘‘unless the Israeli government could 
choose which P ale st inian s I wffl meet with, they would not support 
my position. So, I sent word to the Israelis I prvftr to pay my owa 
way for the entire trip,” Carter told a press co nfe rence in Amman. 


By Mariam Shahfcn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former U.S. Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter left Jordan 
Sunday after a three-day visit and 
arrived in Israel saying that Sy- 
rian President Hafez A1 Assad 
had authorised him to say that 
Syria was ready for direct Syrian- 
. Israeli talks under the umbrella of 
an international peace confer- 
ence. 

Carter, who brokered tbe 1978 
Camp David accords between 
Israel and Egypt, said that Presi- 
dent Assad was willing to negoti- 
ate on tbe status of the Golan 
Heights within the same 
framework. 

The government owned AI 
Bayan daily in Dubai said Sunday 
Syria expressed willingness to de- 
nnHtaxise the Golan Heights if 
Israel agreed to withdraw its 
troops from the strategic area, 
which was occupied in tbe 1967 
war and unilaterally annexed by 
the Jewish state in 1981. An 
agreement worked out under the 
aegis of tbe United Nations in 
1974 provided for a demilitarised 
zone surrounded by zones of re- 
duced forces on both sides. . 


In statements made in occupied 
Jerusalem after meeting Israeli 
President Chaim Herzog, Carter 
denied that be was carrying a 
message from Assad to Israeli 
leaders. Israeli Labour Party 
leader and sacked Vice-Premier 
Shimon Peres told the Israeli 
partiament last week that be had 
“received information that the 
Syrians 'are proposing peace 
negotiations, demilitarising the 
Golan Heights.” 

During an early morning press 
conference beld in Amman be- 
fore crossing the River Jordan to 
the West Bank, the former 
American president, who beld 
talks with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Foreign 
Minister Marwan Al Qasem and 
parliamentarians here, reaf- 


firmed Jordan's key role in the 
Middle East peace process. 

“There is no way to proceed in 
any substantive way toward peace 
without Jordan being deeply and 
intimately involved,” Carter said. 
He added that His Majesty King 
Hussein had “obviously express- 
ed his support” for the “next 
step,” which, according to the 
ex-president is an Israeli- 
Palestinian dialogue as proposed 
by Egypt and endorsed by 
Washington. 

He raid that although King 
Hussein chose not to endorse the 
Camp David accords, “he did 
later endorse the Reagan propos- 
al of September 1982 which was 
exactly the same as the Camp 
David accords. So he will be 
involved. King Hussein will be 


involved,” Carter asserted. 

Carter also said that he felt that 
Syrian position on direct talks 
with Israel was “constructive” 
and said, “I wouldn’t ask (Assad) 
to change it” 

“Both in the last visit there, which 
was in 1987. and this one. President 
Assad authorised me to say publicly 
that be does support the peace pro- 
cess... and international peace con- 
ference, and, under tbe umbrella of 
this conference, he is willing to have 
direct negotiations between Syria and 
brael on all tbe outstanding issues, 
tnduding the Golan Heights," he 
said. 

In his statements issued in occupied 
Jerusalem later in the day. Carter 
elaborated further and said: "Once 
the international peace conference is 
convened, it would be rapidly ad- 
journed and then President Assad 
authorised me to say that be would be 
very glad to. have bilateral talks to 
resolve the differences between Syria 
and (Israel)....” 

In his Amman press conference. 
Carter stressed that be believed that 
the Camp David accords b etw e en 
Egypt and Israel offered the 
“framework or guide line” for peace 
in the region. 

He said that the U.S. proposal for 
an Israeli- Palestinian dialogue made 

(Continued ou page 5)* 


House to 
resume 
debate on 
tax law 

By Salameh Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower House of 
Parliament Sunday decided to resume 
discussions of a Finance Committee 
r e co mm endation amending the In- 
come Tax Law after Finance Minister 
Base] Jardaneh said tbe amendments 
would resuh in a JD 20 mOboa loss to 
the treasury. 

The Home decided to postpone a 
vote on the committee’s recoin- 
■ m c n da ti oD and resume dtscusstons 
Thursday so as to allow Jardaneh to 
present a full report on the damage he 
said would result from pasting the 
amendments. 

AccordSng to tbe finanoe minister, 
who engaged in a tense argument 
with Finance Committee Chapman 
Abdullah Ensour. the amendments 
introduced would increase the budget 
deficit by JD 20 million. 

“Tbe amendments nHf by tbe 
committee only benefit high-income 
citizens instead of low income people 
and would result in increasing the 
budget deficit,” Jardaneh said. 

He warned that “if the House 
reduced revenues by JD 20 mOliou, 
the gove rn me n t would be forced to 
increase custom fees that do not 
di ffe rent iate between low income and 
high income citize n s. This wonld hurt 
low income people.” 

The minister, who complained that 
he was not given the chance to 
address the Finance Committee and 
make his point, said Jordan had one 
of the knrcst income tax levels in the 
region. He explained that revenues 
from income tax cons ti t ute d only 2.9 
per cent of Jordan’s gross national 
product compared with 4.5 per cent in 
Cyprus, seven per cent in Syria, 5.7 
per cent in Egypt, 4.4 per cent in 
Morocco and 4J3 per cent in Tonitia. 

Instead, he added, Jordan depends 
on custom fees to co mp e nsate , with 
revenues from customs reaching 52 
per cent of total taxation compared 
with 24 per cent in Cyprus, 30 per 
cent in Egypt. 17 per cent in Gre ec e, 
13 per cent in Syria, 34 per cent in 
Tunisia and 22 pear cent in Morocco. 

He told the House that the com- 
mitee’s amendment, expanding ex- 
emptions from income tax, ‘SriD lead 
to a bigger deficit, and force me a s ure s 
by tbe gove rn ment to increase re- 
venues in a way that damages the 
national econ o my and harms people 
yon arc seeking to protect” 

“I am the fi ™ nw * minister, «nd i 
was not given the chance to express 
my views to the committee when I 
asked tbe committee’s chairman,” 
Jardaneh said. “We must discuss 
alternatives in detail and allow for a 
better dwemti ou before endorsing 
laws.” 

Ensonr, who at first Med to ack- 
nowledge the need for resraoptioa of 
discussions on the subject, said, the 
committee met with officials from the' 
Ministry of Finance in the c our s e of 
its deliberations. 

*T rm at meri the ministry staff 
bad informed tbe minister of our 
amen d ments," Ensonr sad. “I regret 
that this had happened.” 

Ensour said he did not believe 
there would be a JD 20 rnilboo 
increase in the budget deficit. 

Jardaneh responded promptly. “I 
am the finmee masster and I say I am 
(Continued on page 5) 


Labour unions deplore ministry 
policy, submit list of demands 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour Unions 
Sunday voiced total dismay over 
the government's policy of allow- 
ing foreign- workers to .secure 
employment in the country and 
put forth a number of demands 
addressed to the . Ministry of 
Labour to address the situation. 

The demands and grievances of 
tite federation were voiced by the 
federation chairman, Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, at a press con- 
ference he held in Amman. 

Khaddam noted that if the 
ministry failed to take these de- 
mands seriously the federation 
would call for a general sit-in by 
aU job-seekers and union mem- 
bers. 

Khaddam said the unemploy- 
ment problem “is the most se- 


tory. 

The Ministry of Labour has 
taken some measures designed to 
stem the unemployment problem 
in the country, but these are not 
sufficient to deal with the situa- 
tion, be said. 

“We received news about these 
measures with optimism only to 
be dismayed over the Ministry of 
Labour’s retreat from its petition 
under pressure and hegemony 


from the wealthy businessmen 
who are only interested in safe- 
guarding their own interests with- 
out any regard to public interest 
and ‘the rest of the citizens.” 

The Ministry of Labour has 
now retreated from its declared 
plans to stem the employment of 
foreign workers, a move that can 
only continue to deprive nearly 
150,000 Jordanians from any 
chance for work in view of tire 
continued employment of fore- 
igners, Khaddam added. 

Khaddam pointed out that the 
ministry’s earlier measures were 
not good enough to deal with the 
issue of unemployment because 
the ministry was taking these 
measures unilaterally without 
consulting with unions. 

He also said that the govern- 


ment in local businesses and fac- 
tories and the government's poli- 
cy of allowing foreign contracting 
companies to work here bring in 
their equipment and technicians 
had also contributed to “this de- 
plorable situation.” 

He said tbe government had 
been allowing businesses and fac- 
tories to dismiss workers and to 
employ non-Jordanians for lesser 


pay, thus contributing further to- 
wards the aggravation of the 
situation. 

Khaddam presented tbe fol- 
lowing demands: 

— The ministry should strictly 
apply the law of allowing only 
Jordanians to take up jobs and 
to try to find work for job- 
seekers; 

— Tbe ministry should increase 
inspection visits to various 
businesses to ensure that they 
abide by the law; 

— The ministry should set up a 
committee comprising workers as 
well as employers and the govern- 
ment to supervise the imple- 
mentation of a sound employ- 
ment policy; 

— The ministry should enact a 
new labour law that can provide 
protection for workers against 
arbitrary di sm i ss a l ; 

— The ministry should provide 
sufficient protection for national 
industries against foreign com- 
petition; 

— The ministry should fix a 
minimum wage for workers; 

— The ministry should allow 
only very limited number of non- 
Jordartians to work in the coun- 
try; and 

— The ministry should not 
allow any other ministries to in- 
terfere in the affairs of workers. 


Likud, Labour lock horns 
in tug-of-war for power 


nous issue the Jordanian people merit’s policy of allowing imports 
are facing at the moment at a of manufactured products to- 
crucial time of the country’s his- , .come to Jordan has denied many 

workers the right to find employ- 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
“Minister Yitzhak Shamir vied 
with sacked Vice-Premier Shi- 
mon Peres to form a new Israeli 
government Sunday after their 
coalition collapsed over proposed 
peace talks with Palestinians. 

At separate meetings. Shamir’s 
right-wing Likud and Peres’ 
Labour asked President Chaim 
Herzog for authority to form a 
new government with each claim- 
ing it could command support 
from 61 of parliament's 120 mem- 
bers. 

In the spreading political tur- 
moil, Immigration Minister Rab- 
in Yitzhak Peretz quit the reli- 
gious Shas party in protest at its 
bringing down Shamir Thursday 
in a successful no-confidence 
vote. 

Likud bloc legislators rallied 
behind Shamir after quelling a 
party revolt and uniting behind 
him as Likud chairman. 

Likud's backing for Shamir, 
decided at a meeting Saturday 
night, overrode complaints by 
party dissidents that his lead- 
ership would reduce chances of 
getting support from crucial reli- 
gious factions in putting together 
a new coalition cabinet. 

Longtime Likud rival Ariel 
Sharon swung support to Shamir, 
saying it was because the 74-year- 
old prime minister stuck with 


party doctrine rather than try to 
save his cabinet in the no- 
confidence vote Thursday. 

“At the last urinate, with full 
awareness that he would lose his 
position and that the government 
wonld collapse. Shamir stood for 
our principles,” Sharon told 
Israel radio. “We must support 
someone who would do that.” 

Peres, sacked by Shamir last 
week, led the no-confidence fight 
in parliament over Shamir’s re- 
fusal to accept U.S. proposals for 
convening first-ever Israeli- 
Patestinian peace talks in Cairo. 

“If we form a government very 
quickly, and I hope this will be 
die situation, we will be sitting 
very soon with tbe Palestinians in 
Cairo, ** Haim Ramon, the 
Labour parliamentary leader, 
said before meeting Herzog. 

Lengthy negotiations are likely 
as both main parties woo four 
religious parties bedding the key 
to power, including Shas. Forma- 
tion of the unity government 
assembled 15 months ago took 52 
days. 

“It can take days and it won’t 
surprise me if it takes weeks and 
not a few weeks,” Ramon told 
reporters. 

Labour politicians expected 
Herzog would give Peres the first 
crack at forming a government by 
the end of the week. 


But Sarah Doron, Likud par- 
liamentary leader, told re p orters 
after meeting Herzog: “We re- 
commended to the president that 
Yitzhak Shamir, the Israeli prime 
minister, continue as prime 
minister.” 

Likud still could be named 
since the party is parliament’s 
largest faction with 40 seats in the 
120-member body compared to 
39 for Labour. 

Officially Likud has dwindled 
to 35 seals in the legislature, since 
five liberal legislators won recog- 
nition as independents last week. 
But these have retained mem- 
bership in Likud's governing 
bodies and would likely support 
the party in a new coalition. 

By Israeli law, the president is 
not obligated to designate as pre- 
mier a leader in the party with tbe 
largest number of seats althong h 
that has been the practice in the 
past. 

If Peres wins tbe mandate, he 
may still unable to pull small 
left-wing parties and religions 
parties into a governing coalition 
within a six-week time hunt. 

That would mean Shamir could 
then be asked to try to form a 
coalition with Likud’s right-wing 
allies and tbe ultra-orthodox par- 
ties. Shamir remains caretaker 
prime minister until a new gov- 
ernment is formed.. 
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NICOSIA (A?) — A senior Iranian oSfki&l said in an 
mlervfcw pabMske^ Sunday the Western hostages ® 


Lebanen ciwaJd fee S?esd 


Ali Mobaramad 3ssbarati, firs! 
deputy foreign minister, told the 
Tehran Times newspaper, “I can 
say that all tha hostages may be 
released by next January.” 

Besharafi’s statement in the 
latest in a series about the hos- 
tages from ranking officials and 
the government-run media in 
Tehran. 

A moderate faction led_ bv 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
says the hostage issue is moving 
toward a solution, while a radical 
faction argues against releasing 
them. 

The 18 Western hostages are 
believed held by Shi'ite Muslim 
groups loyal to Iran, but thought 
to be more loyal to the radicals 
than the moderates. The hostages 
include eight Americans, four 
Britons, two West Germans, two 
Swiss, an Irishman and an Italian. 

Besharati. who visited Leba- 
non recently, said he believes 
chances for a hostage release are 
better than ever. 



-rrfi&Iz 19 mosrtfcs. 


“I saw the situation there,” the 
newspaper quoted him as saying. 
“And you know nothing is secret 
in Lebanon. On the basis of my 
observations I can say the 
chances for freedom for the hos- 
tages are brighter than at any 
time before.” 

The official said he did not 
expect all the hostages to be 
released at one time. 

He also said Iran has no direct 
link to the kidnappings. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran, 
as it has been repeatedly said, is 
against the philosophy of hos- 
tage-taking and Tehran has no 
direct or indirect role in this 
matter,” Besharati said. 

“Many countries believe that 
we in Iran have spiritual influence 
in Lebanon,” he said. “They also 
believe that we can use the spir- 
itual influence for freedom of the 
hostages." 

An advance copy of the inter- 
view with the English-language 
daily in Tehran was sent to the 



Associated Press. The same pap- 
er in two recent editorials called 
for releasing the hostages as an 
Islamic and humanitarian action. 

Besharati said Israeli attacks 
on Lebanon had twice prevented 
hostage releases — one was an 
unspecified attack on Muslim 
positions in South Lebanon two 
years ago and the second was the 
July 28, 1989, kidnapping of 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid. 

“I think if these two incidents 
had not taken place, by now the 
hostages would have reached 
their homes.” the Foreign Minis- 
try official said. 

A spiritual leader of HizboDah, 
or Party of God, Obeid was 
kidnapped from his home in 
South Lebanon and remains im- 
prisoned in Israel. The United 
Stares, Britain and U.N. Secret- 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar all condemned the Israeli 
action. 

Kidnappers holding U.S. 
Marine COL William Higgins, 
taken hostage while serving with 
the United Nations in South 
Lebanon, said they hanged him in 
retaliation last July 31. No body 
was ever recovered. 

Last week, kidnappers holding 



three U.S. educators hostage 
threatened to loll them unless 
unspecified demands were meL 
The kidnappers also denounced 
statements by Iranian officials 
calling for the hostages' release 
on h umani tarian grounds. 

The radical faction in Tehran, 
eager to confront Rafsanjam, 
have encouraged the Lebanese 
groups to continue bolding the 
hostages sand said that Iran 
should stay out of the matter. 

Rafsanjani has expressed sup- 
port for releasing the hostages 
several times in the past, and the 
Tehran Tunes newspaper usually 
reflects his views. 

The moderate faction has 
sought improved ties with the 
West to help finance Iran's recon- 
struction in the wake of 1980-88 
l ran- Iraq war. But the radicals 
consider ties with the West a 
betrayal of the ideals of the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

Friday was the fifth anniversary 
of U.S. hostage Terry Anderson's 
captivity. Anderson, chief Middle 
East correspondent for the 
Associated Press, is the longest 
held Western hostage, although 
most others have been held at 
least three years. 



WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States is trying to sell 
Israel a sophisticated anti-missile 
defence system, but the Israelis 
are not sure they want to buy. 

The case reflects the impact 
that the reduced Soviet threat in 
Europe is having on thriving U.S. 
defence manufacturers. 

Usually, Israel is the one press- 
ing the United States to sell it 
weapons systems. This time, the 
Defence Department and the 
Raytheon Co. of Lexington, Mas- 
sachusetts, are the ones doing the 
pressing. 

Raytheon manufactures the 
Patriot, a land-based missile sys- 
tem originally designed to shoot 
down aircraft. Several years ago, 
Raytheon reconfigured the sys- 
tem so it also could shoot down 


medium-range missiles. 

The $100- mil lion Patriot pack- 
age comes equipped with a radar 
to detect and track targets and a 
command centre to issue firing 
instructions to the missiles. 

In an annual report of possible 
arms sales for fiscal year 1990, the 
State Department informed Con- 
gress, that Israel may buy the 
Patriot. Under-Secretary of De- 
■ fence Paul Wolfowitz discussed 
details of the sale on a visit to 
Israel in January. 

Defence secretary Dick 
Cheney told young American 
Jewish leaders several days ago 
that discussions about the Patriot 
sale were under way. 

But sources close to the deal 
say Israel is far from sold. 

“There’s still a long way to go 


toward a possible purchase — I 
say possible and not necessarily 
probable." said one source who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 
He said a decision was not ex- 
pected for several months. 

In Israel last week, a military 
official said the Patriot “only 
gives limited solution to the mis- 
sile problem, so we don’t intend 
to buy it at this stage.” 

“We are looking at other sys- 
tems.” the official said, while 
declining to elaborate. 

Israel’s dilemma is the cost 
versus the threat. For the $200 
million the United States is 
asking for two Patriot systems 
Israel would need, it could pro- 
duce the next generation of an 
anti-missile missile, known as the 
Arrow. 


The Arrow programme is a 
component of the strategic de- 
fence initiative, the space-based 
defence system being developed 
by the United States, which the 
U.S. Defence Department has 
fanned out to Israel for research. 

The first phase of the Arrow 
project began in 1988 and is due 
for completion this year, ahead of 
schedule. U.S. officials say. The 
first test-firing is expected this 
July and another three by July 
1991. 

The second phase, which 
would prepare the missile for 
production, reportedly would 
cost about $2C0 million. Israel 
would like the SDI programme to 
foot the bill for the second phase, 
but the Pentagon has not de- 
rided. 





CAIRO (A?) — President Hosni Mubarak, current chairman of 
the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), departed Sunday for 
Uganda, the first leg of an .African tour which will also take him to 
Zambia and Namibia. Mubarak was accompanied by Butros 
Ghali, minister of state for foreign affairs and Egypt's main Africa 
expert. The Egyptian president’s first stop is a two-hour visit in 
the Ugandan capital Kampala for talks with President Yoweri 
Museveni. He later departs for the Zambian capital Lusaka where 
he will held talks with President Kenneth Kaunda. On Monday, 
he will chair a meeting of the 50-member OAU's Southern Africa 
Committee which will discuss how to settle longtime wars in the 
region. On Tuesday. Mubarak will fly to Namibia to participate in 
the former South African colony's celebrations as a new nation. 

28E Kus’dssfu Sam sites return to Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Bahauddin Ahmad, speaker of the Kurdish 
Legislative Council in northern Iraq, says 200 Kurdish famileis 
have returned from Iran after an amnesty for Kurdish rebels was 
announced last week, the array's Hurass A1 Watan weekly 
reported Sunday. It quoted him as saying that Kurdish guerrillas 
in Iran tried to prevent the families returning, but they fled during 
snowstorms in the mountainous region. Neither Ahmad nor the 
magazine said how many Kurds were among the families who 
reportedly relumed. Kurdish guerrillas have been fighting for an 
independent homeland in northern Iraq for decades. During the 
19S0-88 Iran-Iraq war, they were supported by Tehran. There are 
an estimated 3.5 million Iraqi Kurds, around one-quarter of the 
population. Tens of thousands of them live in refugee camps in 
Iran and Turkey, often in poor conditions. They fled there during 
the Gulf war from Iraqi military offensives following the August 
1988 ceasefire. Many more are political exiles in Europe. The 
amnesty was delcared last week by President Saddam Hussein. 

Cfctewe m telster arrives in Bahrain 

BAHRAIN (R) — Chinese Foreign Affairs Minister Qian Qichen 
{ arrived in Bahrain from Abu Dhabi Sunday on the third leg of a 
I Gull tour for talks with officials on regional issues and bilateral 
relations. The Gulf News Agency quoted Qian as saying on 
arrival the setting up of diplomatic relations last year “marked a 
new era in friendship and cooperation between the two coun- 
tries." Bahrain and China established full diplomatic links in 


April 1989, leaving Saudi Arabia as the only Arab nation without 
diplomatic ties with Peking. Qian has also visited Qatar. 

Sited Moroccans fast for jobs 

RABAT (R) — A hundred blind Moroccans are staging a hunger 
strike at a Rabat mosque, demanding the chance to learn and 
earn. They sat in the central courtyard of the Sid AJ Ghandor 
Mosque Sunday holding placards listing 17 aims. One of them told 
Reuters the demonstration began Thursday and would continue 
ontil the authorities promised to examine their grievances. They 
want special facilities for the blind in the education system, school 
books in BraiDe and audio libraries. Blind people could employed 
as telephone operators or physiotherapists and those with 
university degrees should be given jobs in the civil service, they 
say. A Rabat newspaper, L’Opinion, reported that 11 of the blind 
protesters were given hospital treatment Saturday and returned 
home after being discharged. No official figures are available for 
the number of blind in Morocco. Complete or partial blindness is 
often caused by trachoma, a disease prevalent in desert areas. 

Scores elite te Iran pipeline biastt 

NICOSIA (R) — A gas pipeline exploded in the Iranian capital, 
Tehran, Sunday killing or injuring scores of people and starting a 
massive fire, the Iranian News Agency (IRNA) said. The blast 
badly damaged at least 15 houses and destroyed 10 cars, the 
agency said. More than 90 minutes after the biat, firemen were 
struggling to control the blaze in Jamalzadeh Avenue, in the west 
of the capital, IRNA. monitored in Cyprus, reported. 

EVteghreib slates sign free circulation pad. 

NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania (AP) — Ministers from the five 
countries of the Maghreb Arab Union have agreed on a document 
providing for free movement of citizens among their North 
African nations. The document, signed at the end of the 
ministers' meeting Saturday night, will be presented to the 
conference of head of states in Algiers next July for final 
approval. The agreement also approved the creation of a unified 
identity card and coordination in the fields of security and 
national disasters. The identity card will serve as a Maghreb 
passport. Members of the Maghreb Arab Union are Algeria, 
Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. 


Kuwaitis 
forecast 
return of 
parliament 
this year 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti offi- 
cials said Sunday that elections 
bringing the return of parlia- 
ment after a 314-year suspen- 
sion could be held this year. 

For the first time since a 
coalition of 32 former deputies 
staged a series of rallies in 
December and January de- 
manding that parliament be 
reconvened, officials are put- 
ting a timeframe to possible 
elections. 

“A parliament is not veiy far 
away; a call for elections could 
be made later this year,” a 
senior official told Reuters. 

The big unanswered ques- 
tion now is what sort of parlia- 
ment will return to the ok! 
National Assembly bidding, 
scene of unusually lively de- 
bates in the Gulf state. 

Most of the activists want 
what they terra a democratic 
parliament restored. 

“A toothless parliament is 
not acceptable. The issue here 
is will the government respect 
the constitution?" said one 
activist. 

Burt many Kuwaitis and for- 
mer deputies agree that rowdy 
public debates in the past 
sowed division among the 
country’s different tribes, 
ethnic groups and religious fac- 
tions. 

The Emir of Kuwait Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmed A1 Sabah 
dissolved the parliament — 50 
elected members, 15 appointed 
cabinet ministers and a prime 
minister — at the height of the 
Iran-Iraq war. The conflict had 
spilled over into the northern 
Gulf state with missiles hitting 
its ships and several bomb 
attacks in the capital. 

Some of those seeking what 
they see as a democratic forum 
say they fear the government 
will try to change election laws, 
amend the constitution or im- 
pose restrictions to guarantee 
what one activist called die 
formation of “a tame parlia- 
ment.” 

But Crown Prince Sheikh 
Saad A1 Abdulla A1 Sabah said 
last week he favoured an 
elected assembly “that not 
only acts as watchdog, but to 
which (the government) will be 
accountable as well." 

Since late January, the 
crown prince has been meeting 
former deputies, tribal chiefs 
and prominent citizens to hear 
their views. 

Former deputies said he had ! 
not yet put forward a formula 
for what the government calls 
“ popular participation" in run- 
ning the state. 

"Parliamentary life will re- 
turn but mil it be like it be like 
the old parti ament? We have 
to consider the state's security, 
interests and the effects of a 
parliament and public debate 
on our neighbours and allies,” 
one well-placed source said. 

Western diplomats here also 
say they believe Kuwait is 
moving towards a more demo- 
cratic system but is considering 
measures which could limit 
parliamentary powers. 

“They will have elections 
and a parliament but under 
supervision. It wil not be the 
same kind of democracy we 
know (in the West),” said one 
diplomat. 

Sheikh Saad told a local dai- 
ly an elected assembly could be 
formed but “according to 
(new) basis and regulations... 
(to ensure) the non-repetition 
of the experiences of 1976 and 
1986” when parliaments were 
dissolved. 
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KABUL (R) — Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibullah Sunday was 
scrambling to shore op his politic- 
al position badly shaken by the 
March 6 coup attempt m Kabul 
spearhead by rebel air force 
pilots. 

In a blunt televised address to 
Mujahideen field commanders 
this week, Najibullah tried to 
paint his implacable foe, hardline 
guerrilla leader Gnlbuddin Hek- 
matyar, as their worst enemy. 

He said coup leader Shahna- 
waz Tanai, his now sacked de- 
fence minister who was last seen 
by reporters in a cave hideout in 
Logar province about 50 
kilometres south of the capital, 
had joined forces with Hek- 
matyar. 

“Gnlbuddin and his treacher- 
ous group intend to weaken other 
opposition grouping and make 
himself champion of the race,” 
the official Bakhtar news agency 
quoted Najibullah as saying. 

* “With my Islamic and Afghan 
voice I say loudly, “resist with ail 
your might against them. Topple 
the national traitors and killer of 
your sons',” he said in the appeal 
to guerrillas who are nominally 
allied with Hekmatyar in the 
Pakistan-based Afghan opposi- 
tion. 

Tanai has failed to win support 
from the other six guerrilla 
groans based in Pakistan. 

Najibullah, attempting to ex- 
ploit, tribal and political differ- 


ences plaguing the opposition 
Islamic rebels, said in his speech 
that men of Hekmatyar’s Hezb-1- 
idami had attacked and killed 
otheT Mujahideen recently in six 
Afghan provinces. 

The Mujahideen appear to 
have made significant gains in the 
battle for Khost, a small garrison 
town about 160 kilometres south- 
east of Kabul and commanding 
one of the roads leading to the 
Afghan capital. 

Mujahideen forces captured 
the village of Tanai and two other 
security posts in Khost district 
which the guerrillas have been 
trying to seize foe mouths, Bakh- 
tar news agency reported at the 
weekend. 

The village of Tanai is also the 
family home of the coup leader. 

Government troops repulsed a 
heavy attack on Jalalabad this 
week, the news agency said. Mu- 
jahideen have bees trying to take 
the dty east of Kabul for over a 
year and make it the capital of 
their interim government. 

The March 6 coup coincided 
with the first anniversary of the 
battle for Jalalabad, which laun- 
ched the Mujahideen offensive to 
oust Najibullah following the 
Soviet troops withdrawal. 

The Kabul Valley has re- 
verberated to the firing of 
Soviet-made Scud missile and to 
warplanes heading east and south 
to the battlefields in Khost and 
Jalalabad over the past several 


days. 

The government Saturday 
trials would begin soon for those 
arrested in the “Shahnawaz-Gui- 
buddin coup plot” Diplomats in 
Kabul estimate about ICO people 
have been arrested so far. 

Najibullah has promoted 52 
officers to the rank of general 
sines the coup in an effort to 
create a military leadership he 
can trust. 

The government Saturday re- 
leased an official report on less of 
life and property in the putsch, 
which said 95 people were killed 
and 172 were injured mostly in an 
aerial bombardment of the pres- 
idential palace and other parts of 
the capital by rebel warplanes 
and in exchanges of fire between 
rival tanks in the streets. 

The report said 230 shops and 
55 homes were destroyed and 
hundreds of other buildings dam- 
aged. 

Diplomats said Najibullah may 
come under renewed pressure to 
step aside as a gesture of national 
reconciliation. 

Some diplomats do not rule out 
the possibility that Moscow may 
end its support for Najibullah's 
government in a deal with the 
United States to end the 11-year- 
old Afghan civil war. 

Najibullah, whose name means 
“noble man of God” took power 
in a Soviet-engineered move th 2 t 
forces his predecessor Babrak 
Karmal into exile. 
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KUWAIT (Agencies) — Bahrain 
voiced its support for Iraq’s ex- 
ecution of British-based journal- 
ist Farzad Baza ft and accused the 
West of interfering in Iraq's 
affairs, a Kuwaiti daily reported 
Sunday. 

“When Iraq executed that spy 
(Bazoft), it did so according to its 
laws... it was not appropriate for 
Iraq to face this unfair media 
campaign," Bahrain’s Prime 
Minister Sheikh Khalif a Ben Sul- 
man A1 Khalifa was quoted as 
telling A1 Seyassah newspaper. 

Iranian-born Bazoft, 31, who 
worked for Britain's Observer 
newspaper, was hanged in Iraq 
Thursday after being convicted of 
espionage. Iraq said he was 
arrested gathering information 
last September near a secret 
military plant southwest of 
Baghdad. 

Baghdad ignored international 
appeals for clemency and the 
execution triggered a row with 
Britain and some of its Western 
allies. 

The newspaper quoted Sheikh 
Khalifa as adding that the West 
“must respect the internal affairs 
of the Arab World... the Arab 
states do not want to have ties of 
enmity with international reg- 
imes.” 

He underlined Iraq’s right to 
protect its national security and 
“deal firmly with those found 
guilty of doling and spying for 
foreign factions," the newspaper 
said. 

Several of Kuwait’s state-con- 
trolled newspapers have also 
backed Iraq's execution of Bazoft 
and A1 Rai A1 Aam daily accused 
him Saturday of working on plans 
for a military strike against Iraq's 
strategic installations. 

“We drank from the sea many 
tunes because of British stands, 
so it is okay for (British Prime 
Minister Margaret) Mrs. Thatch- 
er to drink from the sea (this 
time)," Kuwait's A1 Watan news- 
paper said in a front page edito- 
rial Sunday. 

Iraqi diplomats in the Gulf 
have been meeting their Arab 
allies to explain Razoft’s case and 
offer proof of his guilt, diplomats 
said. 


A Soviet television commenta- 
tor said Saturday that the execu- 
tion went against the norms of 
behaviour in the civilised world. 

The remarks of Yevgeny 
Kiselyov came in the main even- 
ing television news bulletin after 
it showed huge crowds protesting 
outside the British embassy in 
Baghdad over Britain's conde- 
mnation of the execution. 

The government newspaper 
Izvestia said Friday its journalists 
could not attempt to judge 
whether Bazoft was guilty of 
spying. “But we are firmly con- 
vinced that a sentence of death on 
a journalist is a measure that is 
totally unacceptable in the civil- 
ised world. 

“And we hope that view is 
shared by all our colleagues in the 
Soviet Union and other coun- 
tries," Izvestia commentator A. 
Anichkin said. 

Kiselyov told millions of Soviet 
viewers, whose country is linked 
to Iraq by a friendship treaty and 
nrilitaiy cooperation agreements, 
that he and bis colleagues at 
Moscow television agreed with 
Izvestia. 

“And I would say personally 
that I agree even more in that a 
foreign reporter was involved,” 
he added. 

For decades Soviet journalists 
and the Moscow media refrained 
from any criticism of govern- 
ments of countries with which the 
Kremlin maintained good rela- 
tions or sought to establish close 
ties. 

But many Soviet commentators 
have become more outspoken in 
recent months. 

Observer verson 

Observer said Sunday it 


had confirmed he was not a spy. 

“Highly placed government 
sources, who have made exhaus- 
tive checks with international in- 
telligence agencies, last night 
categorically confirmed that 
Observer journalist Farzac 
Bazoft was not a spy,’’ the Obser- 
ver said in a front-page report. 

An Iraqi revolutionary court 
found Bazoft guilty of spying, a 
charge he denied to a British 
embassy official shortly before his 
execution. 

Iraq distributed copies of 
Bazofr's confession in which he 
admitted spying for Britain and 
Israel. 

A British nurse, who drove 
Bazoft to a secret Iraqi military 
base where he wanted to check re- 
ports that a massive explosion 
had killed up to 700 people, was 
sentenced to 15 years in prison. 

British officials have denied 
Bazoft was a spy but have con- 
firmed that he offered police in- 
formation unrelated to Iraq, and 
that he served a year in prison in 
1981 for robbery. 

The Observer said the intelli- 
gences services of Israel, the Un- 
ited States and West Germany 
were contacted by Britain im- 
mediately Bazoft was accused of 
spying. 

The paper said: “It was learned 
that the U.S. and Israel bad 
already made their own exhaus- 
tive inquiries and discounted anv 
fink." 

Conservative Party lawmaker 
Rupert Allason, who writes on 
espionage , said Friday that it was 
“highly Hksiy” Bazoft was a spy for 
Israel, but “highly unlikely” he 
was working for British intelli- 
gence, in view of his criminal 
record. 


Bran frees convicts to mark new year 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has pardoned or commuted sentences on 
119 convicts tried by revolutionary courts in four cities, the 
Iranian News Agency (IRNA) said Sunday. IRNA, monitored in 
Cyprus, said supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei ordered the 
pardons to mark the Iranian new year which starts on Marco 21. 
The convicts bad been tried by courts in Tehran. Isfahan, Bandar 
Abbas and Gorgan, the agency said, adding that Khamenei acted 
at the request of top judge Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi. IRNA 
gave no breakdown on bow many had been pardoned or had their 
sentences reduced. 
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Cbarrii of the Anagndatkn Tel. 
623541. 

Anglian Cbureb TeL 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chcrdi Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chcrdi Tel. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Cbordi Td. 
6SS326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
811295. 

The Chimh eff Joes Christ off Lsfier* 
Da* Saints Tel. 815817. 654932. 

rasATsasa 

Bulletin supplied by tbc Department cf 
Mchxmlog}'. 

!l wiH be fair and winds win be 
easterly moderate, in Aqaba, winds 
wiD be northerly moderate and sees 
calm. 



Miasmas, temp. 


Amman 3/15 

Aqaba 14/24 

Deserts 1/16 

Jordan Valley 9 / 23 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 15, Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 23 per cent. Aqaba 14 per 
cent. 

E?traSE92acES 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Al Daqn 67W73 

Dr. Mahmoud A1 Sheikh 663087 

Dr. Rmm Mizrawi 894788 

Dr. Issam AJ Anbaki 679666 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nnlrotikh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmcsani pharmacy ............. 637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. NabS Abtd 'Ola ■ ■■(— ) 

A! Shares' pharmacy 985238 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abn Saad (— ) 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EEaESBffiEESCTES 

''Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

ffighway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Deportment ..,.630321 

Hotel Campfcrinls 6Q58C0 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 
ComptahMS 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs £23101. 

AbdaJG Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Telev is ion 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6801C0 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Ffigbt Information 08-53200 

Queen Aim InlL Airport 08-53200 

93GSSW&&S 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaBtfi Maternity. J.Amn... 64428 i/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity ......... 642362 

Melbas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmraani 664171/4 

Shmdbani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

ALMuasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

Tbc Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

AI-Ahii, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Asfarafich 775111/26 

Army. Mark* 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Anud Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa CovL Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09091071 

ItaSina Hospital (09)966732 

DUUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (021275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital....! (02)247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Kaya Hospital .... (03)314111 


POE'ffHE'ffBSAVEBAEE 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This info r mation is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) fn farraa obti depart- 
meat at the Queen Ada International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where ii 
sboekl always tv verified. 


AHBSVA1S 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(T«rmto&I 1) 


SMI Damascus (RJ) 

0949 Sanaa (RJ) 

89:15 .. Aqaba (RJ) 

8*39 Baghdad (RJ) 

•9*5 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IMS Dhahran. Kuwait flU) 

Hhl5 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

■ MfcIS Lamms (RJ) 

17:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:18 Casablanca, Tuafc (RJ) 

19*15 GurofRJ) 

*38 Bangkok (RJ) 

Othor FlSgiita (Terminal 2) 

•fcW - Sanaa (LH) 


*«• Baghdad ftA) 

MMB Cairo (MS) 

*88 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

14cW Bucharest ( RO) 

1*45 Kuwait (LN) 

l&ce Paris (AF) 

8fc3S Baghdad (AF) 


okbpaektobbs 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fiighes 

(Terminal 1) 

11:39 Brussels, Montreal, New York 

(RJ) 

11:45 Istanbul (RJi 

12:15 .... Pranlrftut, CJtnxohagen (RJ) 

I2s45 Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

19&9 Damascus (RJ) 

19:48 Kmrak. Abu Dbabi (RJ) 

1W5 — .......... Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

23:18 Jeddah (RJ) 

IK# Cairo (RJ) 

39=45 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

86:15 London (BA) 

CXilS Beirut (ME) 

HfcW ..................... Frankfurt (LH) 

HfcSS Cairo (MS) 

Bag hdad (1A) 

13:45 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

l&tt - Kuwait (KU) 

1*15 Bucharest (RO) 


IMS 

19:40 

81:35 


.. Tripoli (LN) 
Baghdad (AF) 
Paris (AF) 


Upper/lower price in fOs per kg. 

£PP« 480 / 440 

450/400 

Baszas (Mofcammar) 400 / 350 

Besw £50/ 750 

Cabbage 80/40 

180.120 

Cauliflower — 200 / 140 

Cocmben (large) 180/120 

Cucumbers (small) / 300 

500/400 

.£ra» ta,,l 240/180 

g™,-:: 700 / 600 

LiapeJAiSi 280 / 220 

« anoc 300/250 

Uancefoerone) 1Q0/ 80 

“ anow P ai » B ) 120/ 80 

200/160 

270/220 

Otnon (green) 180 / ]» 

300/250 

- b®»OWj) 360 / 330 

r e w >CT v tot ) 1000/ m 

Pepper (sweet) 630/580 

ES?;- 270/200 

400 / 300 

tomatoes 220/160 
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Authorities move 
to address problems 
of refugee camps 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1990 ® 


ZARQA (J.T.) — Hb govern- 
ment wiH undertake a long-term 
development programme to im- 
prove conditions for refugee 
camp residents in cooperation 
with several government depart- 
ments and concerned institutions. 

This was announced Sunday by 
Dr. Ahmad Qfltanani , director- 
general of the Foreign Ministry's 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs, at a meeting here follow- 
ing an extensive inspection tour 
of ' three Palestinian refugee 
ca mp s in Zarqa governoratc. 

Qatanani and a number of offi- 
cials ami representatives of the 
camps drew up a plan which will 
be submitted to the concerned 
authorities. 

The tour was prompted by last 
week’s report by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, about the miser- 
able' conditions in the Sukhueh 
refugee camp. Camp residents 
complained about lack of bask 
services. Camp residents said 
they needed water and postal 
services, road networks and 
health centres as well as care for 
many handicapped children in the 
camp. 


Qatanani said the government 
directly or indirectly is involved 
zo providing services and assist- 
ance to 13 Palestinian refugee 
camps of which three are not 
recognised by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA). Sukhncb, Madaba and 
Hnefldn camps are not recog- 
nised by UNRWA, according to 
government sources. 

According to Qatanani, UN- 
RWA offers services to one quar- 
ter of a million refugees in Jordan 
although those registered as re- 
fugees number nearly 916,000. 

Accompanied by Zarqa Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Snobaki, 
Qatanani and other officials 
toured Sukhueh, Hittin and Zar- 
qa camps and heard demands by 
their residents about the need for 
roads, a cemet e ry, a youth dab, 
vocational and community cen- 
tres in addition to bask services 
Sice water, electricity and post 
offices. 

“The government has provided 
land for the camps and is paying 
rent to the owners,” Qatanani 
said. “The refugee camps are in 
bad need of reorganisation in 



Makeshift shelters, muddy streets, and ns- 
hygienic environme nt are oariy part tf the prob- 
of the re flige e «wnp« hi 


Jordan, nut to mention the lack of some of the 
bask services (Petra photo) 


terras of streets and housing un- 
its,.* project for which political 
decisions are required,” he 
added. 

Qatanani said that die refugee 
camps could not be transformed 
into permanent residence for the 
Palestinians, and can only serve 
as a shelter, otherwise the “re- 
fugee character” of„the camps 


will be removed, he said. The 
status of refugee camps has been 
decided upon by the Arab World 
as a whole and through a unified 
resolution, Qatanani added. 

“Our department will embark 
on measures designed to improve 
conditions like asphalting roads, 
removing old posts and wires 


which constitute danger to the 
residents and their homes,” 
Qatanani said. 

Qatanani called on the local 
residents to cooperate with the 
Water Authority which has ex- 
pressed readiness to link each 
home with the sewerage system 
for a JD 60 fee to be paid in three 
instalments. 


Police report series 
of drug busts, arrests 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) Sun- 
day announced the interception 
and seizure of 1,089 kilogrammes 
of hashish, 737 grammes of he- 
roin, 1,329 grammes of opium 
and 270 ccptagon pills. 

The PSD’s anti-narcotics de- 
partment director. Brigadier 
Ghaleb A1 Zoubi, said 72 par- 
sons, including two women, 
mostly of non-Jordanian nationa- 
lities were arrested. They were 
involved either in using the drugs 
themselves, carrying the drags to 
others, smuggling the drugs 
across the border and the desert 
regions or hidin g die ufaff- 

The seizures and arrests were 
made between November 2989 
and March 10, and all those 
arrested have either received 
prison . terms or awaiti n g trial, 
Zoubt reported. 

In one of foe cases, 272.5 kilog- 
rammes of hanthkh were found 
loaded on donkeys and mules 
near Sab ha within Mafraq Gov- 
ernorate but the traffickers fled 
when they were spotted by the 
security forces, Zonbi explained. 

He said three non-Jordanian 
nationals were seized in Novem- 
ber trying to smuggle 31 kilog- 
rammes of hashish destined for 
Jordan; and the authorities seized 
203 grammes of hashwh at t he 
port of Aqaba but no arrests were 
made for lade of evidence. 

Towards the end of November 
police arrested six non-Jorda- 
nians carrying 127 grammes of 
hashish, apparently for their own 
use, and on Dec. 3 for Jordanians 
were caught carrying 288 gram- 
mes of hashish, Zoabi revealed. 

In January of this year, he said 
po&ce were tipped about a cache 
of hashish near the desert region 
of Azraq and nearly 1,900 gram- 
mes of hashish were found hidden 
in a bole dug in that area. 

On Dec. 21 Zonbi said 1,050 


grammes of hashish were found 
with three persons on their way to 
deliver the drugs to a fourth — an 
escaped convict — in the south of 
the country and soon afterwards 
seven others were found carrying 
100 grammes of hashish and they 
were aD captured. 

Zoabi said thanks to coopera- 
tion from Jordanian citizens, the 
Badtia Police Force this month 
seized a car from a neighbouring 
Arab state carrying hashish. 
Zoubi also said that other drug 
trafficking cases were reported in 
Aqaba, Amma n and Ramtha. 

He said that at the border post 
of Ramtha ccptagon pills were 
found at die customs office, and a 
female traveller was found car- 
rying 410 grammes of hashish 
hidden in one of her shoes; and 
1,117 grammes hidden in the bag- . 
gage of another male traveller. 
Another non-Jordanian woman 
c ap t ur ed in Amman was found to 
be carrying 530 grammes of he- 
roin while border police found 
159 kilogrammes of hashish with 
a gronp of smugglers who 
escaped to a neighbouring Arab 
country following an exchange of 
fire. 

The PSD last year reported the 
death of an Egyptian upon arrival 
at Amman airport after swal- 
lowed plastic bags containing 
drugs burst in his stomach. 

Drag traffickers and users nor- 
mally get long prison terms and 
are heavily fined. ' 

According to Zonbi, Jordan 
has no real drug addiction prob- 
lem, but he said that traffickers 
tend to gmng prle the staff through 
Jordan to neighbouring Arab 
states. He said the quick capture 
of traffickers was largely due to 
modem methods and techniques 
followed by his department and 
dose cooperation with Interpol 
and various police departments in 
other countries. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tone and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* MAMnn of ptefb artists Arfl AI Hamad and Ibrahim Al 
Wmh . wi . at the Housing Bank Complex. 

* ArtexUbUofl by seven Iraqi artists at Abdnl Hameed Shaman 
. Fmdatfan (10 un. - 5dB0 pjn.) 

* of watercolours by Jordanian artist Shaher Al Janni 
- at Afia Art Gallery. 

* Art -EfcBhMftn entitled “Spanish conte mp orary engravings” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Ahmad Nawash at the French Guttural 
Centre. 


* Arabic poppet play entitled “Fables from my Grandmother’s 
Chest” at the Royal Ccdtnra! Centre — 600 p.m. 


The 1599 American film festival of fantasy and comedy features 
“Gtosthnten” at the FUaddpUa Theatre — tM P-m- 


* Arab mur fr concert by Al Nagham Al Arab! at the Royal 
Cultural Centre — SHW pjn* 


Tfanfag. 


wfr frfr j pdndes photos and cartoons d ep l etin g the 
at the University of Jordan’s Faculty of 

POETRY RECITAL 


* AM poetry read by Hashed line at Abdnl Hameed 
Foundation — 


Private sector urged to assume 
leading role in tourism promotion 


By Satameh Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Minister of Tourism . 
and Antiquities Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said Sunday the private 
sector was more capable of cop- 
ing with the supply and demand 
mechanism in the market than 
tiie government and said his 
ministry’s role would be limited 
to encouraging and guiding pri- 
vate sector investments. 

Addressing the first meeting of 
die recently-established Tourism 
Development Council, Kabariti 
said the private sector “has 
proven that it is more capable of 
management than the govern- 
ment and the mmistry’s policy is 
to facilitate the private sector’s 
role.” 

He told the meeting that he did 
not believe the ministry should 
play a major role in initiating 
investments in tourism. Rather, 
“oar goal is to encourage and 
guide investments by die private 


sector within our capabilities.” 

The minister called on the 
Tourism Development Council, 
comprising hotel owners, travel 
agents and representatives of 
Royal Jordanian and the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment, to express their own 
options on new investments and 
foe expansion of existing ones. 

Kabariti, who is also a deputy 
representing Ma’an, said that the 
devaluation of the dinar had cre- 
ated “an ideal environment for 
tourism in the country.” Howev- 
er, he added, “the political cli- 
mate could be described as rather 
unhealthy.” 

“We only hope that tourism 
does not become 'the victim of 
arguments and ignorance. We 
hope that tourism in Jordan has 
great elements for success,” 

Kabariti, pointing out the need 
for a new approach for tourism 
promotion, said the ministry had 
an awnwai budget of JD 70,000 to 


Ensour tours potash buyers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Managing 
Director of the Arab Potash 
Company (APC) AB Ensour Sun- 
day started a tour of several 
Asian nations which import 
Jordanian potash to discuss more 
potash sales. 

Ensour said that the countries 
he was visiting annually import 
about 80 per cent of Jordan’s 
total potash production. He said 
talks will cover the importers’ 
needs of potash during 1990. 

Ensour's tour came in the wake 
of an announcement here that 
AFC has signed contracts with a 
major investment company to 
conduct detailed feasibility stu- 
dies on expanding the company’s 
production capacity. 

“APC produced 1J25 million 
tonnes in 1989 and plans to pro- 
duce 2.25 million on an annual 
basis storting 1996,” according to 
Ensour J “The expansion is bound 
to boost Jordan’s revenues in 


hard currency which last year 
readied $127 million,” Ensour 
added. 

He said that the Minerals and 
Metals Trading Company of In- 
dia had recently signed a contract 
with APC to import 250,000 
tonnes of potash which will be 
shipped over the coming five 
months to earn the country some' 
$25 minion. 

The deal with India, the major 
importer of APC products, was 
concluded during a visit to Delhi 
by a company team led by Sulei- 
man Howwari. 

“India imports half a millio n 
tonnes of Jordanian potash 
annually, which earns the country 
$50 million, Ensour said. 

Jordan owns 54 per cent of the 
APC with the rest of the shares 
owned by the Arab Mining Com- 
pany, Kuwait, Libya, Saudi Ara- 
bia and the Islamic Development 
Bank. 


Committee to prepare 
forislamic academy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment Sunday announced the 
formation of a special committee 
to prepare for the establishment 
of an Islamic academy in Jordan 
which, would be open to Jorda- 
nians and nationals from other 
Arab and Islamic countries. 

The announcement said the 
10-member committee, chaired by 
Minister of Awqaf and Islaqtic 
Affairs AH Al Faqir, will hold its 
first meeting Wednesday to lay 
down the foundation for the 
academy. 


The committee will discuss 
financing, the location of the 
projected academy, the type of 
courses and the relationship be- 
tween the academy and other 
Jordanian institutions concerned 
with Islamk studies, according to 
the announcement. 

The committee groups Faqir, 
Dr. Nassereddin Al Assad, 
Kamel Sharif, Dr. Ishaq AI 
Fartan, Sheikh i miMm Al Muf- 
ti, .Sheikh' Nouh Salman, Dr. 
Ibrahim Zeid Kfiam, Dr. Abdul 
Salam Al Abbadi and Dr. Abdul 
Rahman AI Saleh. 


Association to organise 
‘readathon’ next month 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Association for the Education of 
Children (NAEC) will organise a 
“readathon” next month to en- 
courage reading amdag children 
in Jordan. 

Accrding to Now Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) officials, all 
students from government, pri- 
vate schools and those run by die 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) and the 
Aimed Forces together with stu- 
dents from commonity colleges 
and universities in the Amman 
region will be welcome to take 


part in the competition. 

The NHF, which is responsible 
for the NAEC, said that die Arab 
reading competition was designed ■ 
to encourage all dtfaens to read 
Arabic well, to promote reading 
especially among children and to 
highlight the NAECs activities 
and programmes designed to be- 
nefit children. Each competition 
is required to have at least one 
sponsor who will pledge a certain 
amount of money for each book 
read by the competitor. The pro- 
ceeds will benefit the NAECs 
programmes and activities. 


promote Jordan all over the 
world. “The ministry used to 
spread that amount in promotion 
all over the world in markets 
where we cannot compete. Now 
we want to concentrate on three 
or four markets such as Italy and 
France, for example, so that we 
can move to two or three other 
markets after we succeed in onr 
initial plan,” be said. 

The Tourism Development 
Council, financed by Royal 
Jordanian, USAID and ministry 
sources, has an initial budget of 
$50,000 and hopes to raise it to 
$850,000 with possible contribu- 
tions from Arab funds. 

“We most work together to- 
wards realising t ouris m as the 
backbone of the economy,” 
Kabariti remarked. “If we look at 
the figures on the balance of 
payments we find that tourism 
and remittances from Jordanian 
expatriates are the two major 
sources of revenue;” 


Regent urges closer 
cooperation between 

uniwersities. 



IRBID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Sunday called for 
closer cooperation between die 
Jordan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST) and Yar- 
mouk University on the one hand 
and the local community on the 
other. 

Prince Hassan, speaking during 
a meeting with the JUST board, 
stressed the need for achieving 
the maximum possible degree of 
interaction between the two uni- 
versities and the Irbid Industrial 
Estate. He emphasised the need 
for striking a balance between 
expenditures or investment pro- 
jects and revenues expected from 
them when drawing up regional 
and sectoral plans for investment 
projects. 

The Crown Prince highlighted 
the importance of applied tech- 
nical education, and called on the 
two universities to direct special 
attention to it. 

Prince Hassan outlined the im- 


portance of democratic dialogue 
among the youth and called on 
them to respect others’ opinion. 

The - Prince recalled the 
achievements made by die mod- 
ern Arab rennaJssance at both the 
national and pan-Arab levels, 
and noted in particular its role in 
fusing local and personal differ- 
ences into “a well-defined melt- 
ing pot capable of maintaining 
pluralism and diversity in onr 
social fabric.” 

The Grown Prince noted that 
“pluralism and diversity do not 
conflict with national belonging 
and allegiance, but rather contri- 
bute to enhancing onr national 
unity.” 

The JUST board members reas- 
sured Prince Hassan that the uni- 
versity seeks to maintain an orga- 
nic link with the community and 
has therefore decided to under- 
take an evaluation of the uni- 
versity's four-year progress. 


Eariier in the day, the Regent 
attended the graduation cere- 
mony of a new batch of combat 
pitots and pitot trainers at a Royal 
Jordanian Air Force base. Upon 
arrival at the base Prince Hassan 
was received by His Royal High- 
ness Prince Faisal Ben Al Hus- 
sein, the base’s commander and a 
number of senior officers. 

At the end of the celebration. 
Prince Hassan presented certifi- 
cates to all graduates, who in- 
cluded a number of trainees from 
other Arab Countries, and awards 
to the excelling trainees. 

Prince Hassan toured the base, 
and opened a gymnasium hall. 
He also took part in a tree- 
planting activity, which was orga- 
nised to mark the establishment 
of the base. The celebration was 
attended by Prince Faisal, the 
minister of agriculture, the Maf- 
raq governor, the commander of 
the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
and senior military and civil offi- 
cials. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran Sunday 
returned home from Sanaa after 
heading the Jordanian side to the 
Joint Higher Jordanian -Yemeni 
Committee, which concluded its 
meetings there earlier Sunday. 

In an arrival statement, Badran 
said that he conveyed to North 
Yemeni President AH Abdullah 
Saleh His Majesty King Hussein’s 
and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan’s greetings. 

Badran said he diseased with 
President Saleh bilateral relations 
and issues of interest tc the Arab 
Nation. 

He said President Saleh briefed 
him on the steps bis country has 
so far taken on the path of 
achieving unity between the two 
Yemens. Badran voiced Jordan’s 
full support of the Yemeni 
efforts, and raid it was a step on 
the way for achieving Arab unity. 

Badran added that he held 
talks with his Yemeni counterpart 
Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani on 
means of enhancing bQateral rela- 
tions and described the talks as 


Yemen 

accord 


successful. He said that the talks 
covered all issues of common 
interest. Members of the Jorda- 
nian delegation held talks with 
their Yemeni counterparts on ex- 
isting ties in 'various fields. 

The prime minister said that an 
agreement was concluded be- 
tween both countries on econo- 
mic and trade exchange, holding 
a Jordanian industrial exhibition 
in Sanaa and increasing the num- 
ber of Jordanian teachers sent to 
Yemen to 1,000 by the year 1991. 
The agreement also allowed the 
Ministry of Energy to take part in 
contracts to cany out projects in 
North Yemen. Badran also said 
that an agreement had been 
readied with Yemeni officials, 
under which Jordanian doctors 
and engineers will be sent to 
North Yemen. 

Upon arrival in Amman , Bad- 
ran was received by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister Salem Masa’deh, 
cabinet ministers and the North 
Yemeni charge d'affaires in Am- 
man. 


Milk price 
to go up 

SALT (Petra) — The Ministry of 
Agriculture will soon raise the 
price of a kilogramme of fresh 
milk to 200 fils up from 170 fils, 
Minister of Agriculture Suleiman 
Arabiyat said Sunday. 

The Minister, who spoke at a 
meeting in Salt following a tour of 
several cattle farms within Balqa 
governoratc. said that the in- 
crease in price was made in light 
of a study prepared by the minis- 
try on the production cost of milk 
in Jordan. 

The question of milk prices was 
among various issues discussed by 
the minister at the meeting, 
which was attended by members 
of the board of directors and the 
general assembly of the Balqa 
Cattle Farmers Cooperative Sod- < 
ety. The minister expressed \ 
appreciation of the society’s en- 
deavours to promote the coun- 
try’s livestock wealth and discus- 
sed complaints about difficulties 
the society was encountering, 
especially the rising cost of pro- 
duction. 
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JORDAN.. EVAPORATED MILK 

for use with coffee, tea, cocoa, sweets and bread 
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TWO “RIGHTS'* are on a collision coarse ova* the 
situation in Lithuania: First and foremost is the right 
of Moscow to mast that none of its 15 republics break 
away tea the onion in a disorderly manner and 
without due process of law. There would be utter 
confusion and instability not only within the Soviet 
Union but also elsewhere in the world if parts of 
recognised countries secede unilaterally. In the case of 
Lithuania, the republic’s parliament declared inde- 
pendence from the Soviet Union unilaterally last week 
and without following the Soviet constitutional steps to 
realise that big decision. 

The second right is of course the right of the 
Lithuanians to exercise their weM-enshrined and undis- 
puted right to self-determination which no country or 
principle of domestic or international law can deny 
them. What adds credence to this right to self- 
determination for the Lithuanian people is the fact that 
Lithuania was an independent nation and interna- 
tionally recognised as such ever since 1918 only to 
arbitrarily lose that cherished status and join fee 
Soviet Union in 1940 not through the exercise of the 
right to self-determination but rather as a consequence 
of the infamous non-aggression pact between the 
Soviet Union and Nazi Germany. There is a cardinal 
prindjplle in private and public laws that an action or 
decision which is based on a wrong is ipso facto wrong 
too. There as no claim even by Moscow that the 
Lithuanian people had freely and lawfully acquiesced 
to joining the Soviet Union daring the reign of the 
asotorious Soviet leader Joseph Stalin. What in essence 
transpired is 1940 was an agreement between two 
“tyrants” over the heads of their peoples and the least 
that one can say about that jgnomhdoas treaty is that it 
is mall and void under international law. 

There is bni one way to redress the wrongs of the 
past and the wrong of the Lithuanian parliament to 
declare anQsterallv its secession from Moscow, and 
that Is, to conduct as early as possible a national 
referendum in Lithuania to measure the degree of* 
support or lack of it to the independence declaration 
by the Lithuanian parliament. All the fatal shortcom- 
ings in the Lithuanian decision to break away from 
Moscow in a uni3ater&l and arbitrary manner can 
therefore be rectified by holding a referendum under 
fair and free conditions. 
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In an editorial Sunday. A1 Ra’i daily discussed a meeting between 
former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and Crown Prince Hassan 
the Regent who discussed the Middle East question and prospects 
for an international Middle East peace conference. The Prince 
urged Carter to do all he can in his mediation to bring about a 
settlement stressing the importance of the international confer- 
ence to achieve an Israeli withdrawal from occupied Arab lands 
including Jerusalem. The Regent pointed out that continued 
Jewish immigration into Palestine is bound to aggravate the 
present situation and pose a real threat to the peace process. The 
question of improving conditions for the Palestinian people under 
Israeli rule were also discussed with Prince Hassan stressing that 
no improvement in living conditions could serve as a substitute for 
■ peace and a lasting solution, the paper noted. What the Prince 
stressed to Carter was Jordan's firm policy and continuous effort 
to achieve an exchange of land for peace, the paper noted. It said 
that the peace process does not tolerate further procrastinations 
and delays and cannot remain deadlocked because of Israel’s 
practices. All peace-loving nations, said the paper, should realise 
the facts about the situation in the region bat the United States 
ought to take the initiative in proving its good intentions and 
credibility by solving the conflict. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i daily criticises former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter’s statement on Saturday in which he stated that the 
Americans do not want to see the Palestinians as slaves. Tareq 
Mssarwfih notes that the Americans who have been providing 
Israel with all forms of mnitary and economic aid are accessories 
to the crimes being commjtted by the Israelis in Palestine. The 
writer notes that the Israelis do not recognise the rights of the 
Palestinian people and refuse to recognise that the Palestinians 
are citizens of Palestine and are trying by all means to uproot 
them from their homes and lands. Since the Israelis are enslaving 
the Palestinians and stealing their property, and since the United 
States is a declared ally of Israel, providing it with with all kinds of 
assistance to perpetuate its occupation of Palestine, then it is 
natural to conclude that the United States is an accessory to the 
crime of enslaving the Palestinian people. The writer notes that 
Carter displayed a great measure of optimism about a speedy end 
to the conflict in the Middle East but he says that there is no 
justification for such optimism in view of the situation in the area 
and Israel's inhuman practices in the occupied lands. 

Following the downfall of the Israeli government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Zionists in the United States have 
embarked on a wide scale campaign against President Bush and 
his administration, said A! Dustour Sunday. 

The paper noted that Bush is being attacked for his criticism of 
Israel's settlement policy and for describing the absorption of 
Jews in Arab lands as a step that does not help the peace process. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waieed Sadi 


Parties to peace process need to keep momentum 


MANY countries and parties 
have rushed to claim credit for 
precipitating the Israeli cabinet 
crisis and for bringing down 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
from power. In foci it was the 
recent U.S. diplomacy in the 
Middle East in general and 
Secretary of State Janies Bak- 
er’s proposal for Palestinian- 
Israeli talks that have brought 
about the government crisis in 
Israel by bringing to a head the 
deep division not only within 
the Israeli cabinet but also 
within the entire country. Yet 
this American success could 
not have come about without 
the ongoing Palestinian intifa- 
da and the patient and concilia- 
tory policies of the PLO. It will 
be remembered that the PLO 
under Chairman Yasser Arafat 
had gone more than half way 
to meet the demands of the 
community of nations in a bid 
to kick off peace talks in the 
Middle East. This Palestinian 
initiative has continued inspire 
of all the many temptations to _ 
foresake it in favour of a more 
aggressive and confrontational 


policy in the occupied territor- 
ies. This has enabled Washing- 
ton to persist with its deepest 
involvement ever in the Middle 
East peace process which cul- 
minated in Baker’s formula for 
peace talks. What remains to 
be done is to have the PLO 
persevere in its peaceful path 
by rejecting all calls for mili- 
tancy. The chance of a lifetime 
to start collecting on this long- 
durated Palestinian investment 
in peace may have indeed ar- 
rived; it would be catastrophic 
if all the time and energy spent 
on it are allowed to be derailed 
by extremism of whatever na- 
ture or source. 

This is not to suggest that the 
path of peace henceforth and 
in the wake of the fall of 
Shamir and his doctrinaire 
ideas will be strewn with roses. 
Rather it is a suggestion to 
persevere a little longer and 
explore the possibilities of 
peace in the new political era 
until the bitter end before turn- 
ing sour and seeking other 
alternatives in which there 


might not be any winners or 
losers. For even if the Israeli 
Labour Party assumes power 
under the leadership of Shi- 
mon Peres, there are no assur- 
ances yet that it has truly 
changed colour and opted for 
peace with the Palestinian peo- 
ple under the PLO’s lead- 
ership. As a matter of fact the 
utterances of the leadership of 
the Labour constituencies, past 
and present, on the role of the 
PLO in the peace talks are 
notably as negative as those of 
the Likud with whom they 
professed deep divirion on the 
issue of war and peace in the 
Middle East. There is, never- 
theless, always hope that be- 
hind the Labour rhetoric 
against PLO involvement in 
the projected Palestinian- 
IsraeU talks, there remains a 
reservoir of common sense and 
realism which seeks to seize 
upon the rare opportunity 
offered by the PLO to strike a 
deal of a lifetime between the 
two sides. If this happens, then 
the leadership of Yasser Arafat 
and his policies would have 


been vindicated. If not, then 
Arafat’s gamble on peace 
would have to be declared 
bankrupt, null and void, for as 
long as one can gaze into the 
future. The final arbiters of the 
entire peace process win of 
course be the Israeli voters 
who will be soon asked once 
again to cast their votes not 
only to choose their repre- 
sentatives in the Knesset but 
also to choose between peace 
or war in this region. Surely, 
the Israeli people will be 
haunted with the prospect of 
yet another conflagration hi 
the Middle East in which mass 
destructive weapons are antici- 
pated to be deployed. The 
choice of war instead of peace 
in the Middle East will surely 
bring disaster to present and 
future generations of Arabs as 
well as Israelis. This cataclys- 
mic probability will surely so- 
ber up the Israeli electorate to 
the truth that awaits them if 
they allow the chances of peace 
in the region to slip away. 

Still, over and above the call 
on the Palestinians to perse- 


vere and tire Israelis to exercise 
wise judgment when they vote 
next time around, Washington 
is also called upon to persevere 
as well with a view to complet- 
ing what it has started to do in 
the first place. Any American 
wavering or weakening of re- 
solve would have immeasur- 
able negative effects on the 
entire peace process which is 
still hanging by a thread. 
Above all, if U.S. financial or 
milit ary aid must continue to 
pour into Israel, come rain or 
sunshine, the least that the 
Arab side would hope for is to 
have such impulsive aid organi- 
cally linked not only with the 
beginning of peace talks in the 
Middle East but also to the 
success of these talks. It is one 
thing to start negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Arabs and 
quite another to have the talks 
come to fruition. And as long 
. as Israel’s self-confidence, eco- 
nomically and militarily, gets 
always fortified to the extent 
that leaves the Jewish state 
with no real incentive to bar- 


gain in good faith with the 
Arab side, then Washington is 
duxybound to suspend such aid 
programmes till the peace pro- 
cess truly sees the light of day 
2 nd begin to bear fruit. Presi- 
dent George Bush’s adminis- 
tration has already manifested 
deep recognition of the fact 
that the peace process that it is 
fathering is very fragile and 
requires all tbe delicate atten- 
tion and care that it can mus- 
ter. If the U.S. prescription for 
peace nn the Middle East foils, 
it will be in no small part due to 
lack of U.S. resolve to see it 
through not only in form but in 
substance as well. In a nut- 
shell, when and only when 
these three basic ingredients, 
i.e. Palestinian perseverance, 
Israeli choice of peace over 
war and U.S. perseverance 
with its peace initiative con- 
verge in a harmonious and 
well-coordinated framework 
there will be a real chance of 
peace between Israel and the 
Arabs 


Why Palestinians 
lose out in the U.S. 


By Alfred M. Lflienthal 

FORTY TWO years after the 
creation of the state of Israel and 
the onset of tbe Israeli-Palesti- 
nian conflict, no settlement is yet 
in sight. 

Neither the turmoil and blood- 
shed in the West Bank and Gaza 
nor the devastation of Lebanon 
has moved the American govern- 
ment to use Israel's dependency 
(to the time of an *nnnal $3.5 
billion subsidy) to press its gov- 
ernment to be more forthcoming. 
Arafat's acceptance at Algiers 
and Geneva of U.N. Resolutions 
242 and 338 and the renunciation 
.of terrorism have only been met 
by Shamir’s elections proposal 
and the Mubarak and Baker 
amendments, none of which 
accept tbe sine qua non to peace, 
the right of the Palestinians to 
establish a state in their own 
homeland. 

The power of the 
Israeli lobby 

What remains totally unalter- 
able and decisive is the never- 
faltering power in tbe United 
States of the Zionists and the 
pro-Israeli forces. The lobby and 
its adjuncts are even more effec- 
tual today than when they influ- 
enced President Truman in 1947 
to push for the creation of Israel 
at tiie United Nations and then to 
recognise this state seven minutes 
after it came into being. Such 
action, it must be remembered, 
was taken over the opposition of 
Secretary of State George Mar- 
shall, Secretary of Defence James 
Forrestal, and Under-Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson. 

Despite tbe invasion of Leba- 
non, the Sabra-ShatUa massacres, 
the Iran-contra scandal, the Pol- 
lard affair and the intifada, the 
plethora of Arab-American 
groups supporting the goals of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion have made scarcely a dent in 
Zionist power and have failed to 
advance their cause in a practical, 
political sense. True, Israel’s 
stock has greatly declined since 
the television coverage of the 
intifada began to expose the brut- 
al treatment of Palestinians, but 
public opinion has not moved in 
favour of the Palestinians, nor 
have inroads been made in the 
White House and in Congress, 
which count most. 

The PLO still conjures up the 
terrorist image. And Palestinian 
factionalism causes many Amer- 
icans to react: ‘The Palestinians 
are killing one another, so why 
should we concern ourselves ab- 
out their fate?" And the interne- 
cine rivalry among Arab-Amer- 
ican groups here only reinforces 
this image of disunity. The media 
has been enabled to play upon 
the execution of some 140 Palesti- 
nian alleged collaborators and the 
killing of 40 Israelis to smother 
the slaying by the Israeli military 
or settlers of over 750 Palestinian 
civilian. 

Mubarak on a tightrope 

Mubarak’s Egypt is totally de- 
pendent on America’s $1-5 billion 
subsidy which Sadat's visit to 
Jerusalem and the ensuing Camp 
David Accords earned for hu 
country. The Egyptian president 
is forced to walk a tightrope 
between a friendship with the 
Palestinian leadership, whose 
caused be would tike to advance. 
. and his dependency on the U.S. 

Egypt’s foreign minister, Ismat 
Abdul Maguid, conveniently 
absented himself from the Arab 
League meeting in Tunis in De- 


cember to avoid joining in ex- 
pressions of support for direct 
PLO participation in the prop- 
osed IsraeK-Pakstinian talks and 
criticism of tbe negative, obstin- 
ate stance of the Israeli govern- 
ment. Egypt’s participation in 
such an Arab statement would 
not only strain relations between 
Egypt and Israel, but might even 
be viewed by Likud as a violation 
of the sp iri t of Camp David. In 
effect, Egypt dares not bite the 
hand that feeds it. Money still 
talks on tbe Middle East political 
scene, whether domestically or 
internationally. When the United 
Nations considered a resolution 
to upgrade the PLO’s present 
status as an organisation to that 
of an observer state, the United 
State warned that if it was passed 
it would retaliate by withholding 
its 25 per cent share of the U.N.'s 
annual S850m budget, a move 
that would bankrupt the orga- 
nisation. 

Focus on anti-Semitism 

Whenever and wherever the 
state of Israel encounters obsta- 
cles in its hitherto successful 
moves to exdude the PLO, the 
media have proved willing to help 
resene the Zionist entity by focus- 
sing attention on the Holocaust 
or some past anti-Semitic inci- 
dent. This has been particularly 
true of The Washington Post and 
even more so of the influential 
New York Times, where scarcely 
a day passes without the appear- 
ance of some prominent refer- 
ence to bigotry, past or present, 
against Jews. 

Tbe Palestinians do not seem 
to comprehend how the Holo- 
caust and anti-Semitism are by far 
the most effectual weapons in the 
Zionist bag of tricks. Apparently 
they do not understand that it is 
not Palestinian rights or wrongs 
versus Israelis rights or wrongs 
that govern public attitudes and 
governmental action towards tbe 
Middle East, but Judaeo-Christ- 
ian relations. 

Nothing has produced more 
myth-information and favourable 
propaganda for Israel than the 
emphasis placed on the Holo- 
caust. This, of course, helps di- 
vert attention from the revela- 
tions which increasingly tamfeh 
the Israeli image. Tbe latest were 
the exposure of an Israeli. Mike 
Harari, as the chief political 
adviser to Panama's General 
Noriega, and the likelihood that 
Nicoiae Ceausescu was paid, 
according to the Israeli paper 
Yediot Aharonot, $5,000-57^00 
for every exit visa issued to 
Romanian Jews. Up to $60ra, 
raised by various Jewish organisa- 
tions over the past 20 years, is 
said to have ended up in the 
dictator’s pocket 

Tbe importance of public 
relations 

The year of 1989, which started 
with no much propiise for a Mid- 
dle East settlement, ended with 
the Palestinians in the occupied 
territories sunk in gloom. In the 
course of the intifada, they have- 
sacrificed so much, and the PLO- 
U.S. talks have yielded so little/ 
:Yet the United States can now 
more easily exert the necessary 
'pressure on Israel. Tbe momen- 
tous changes in Eastern Europe 
have diminished the validity of 
the Zionist contention that tbe 
U.S. needs Israeli military might 
.in the Middle East as a buffer to 
threats of Communist expan- 
somsm. 

In December. Khalid Al Has- 



san, one of Yasser Arafat's most 
trusted advisers, was dispatched 
to Washington for talks and 
study. As a result, perhaps past 
Palestinian disdain for tbe art of 
public relations and imagery wifi 
be reappraised by the PLO lead- 
ership in Tunis, with a better 
understanding of why its cause is 
making so little progress where it 
counts most. 

In truth, the PLO cannot 


escape from coming to grips with 
the overpowering, ever pervading 
exploitation of the Holocaust. It 
behoves them, through a deftly 
planned educational programme 
or some similar stratagem, to 
prove to Americans that their 
animosity is directed not a gainst 
Jews with whom they had lived 
peacefully for millenia, but 
against Zionists who seek to 
totally dominate them. To insist 


that Judaism is not Zionism, that 
Zionism is not Judaism, and to be 
anti-Zionist is not to be anti- 
Semitic, is not nitpicking, but is 
of the essence. Without accept- 
ance of this dogma, there is little 
hope that a two-state solution, 
Israel and Palestine co-existing 
together, will ever be realised. 

■Zbigniew Braerinlti, President 
Cartels national security adviser. 


wrote in the New York Times 
about changes in Eastern 
Europe: "Freedom of choice is 
the foundation of the new order." 
Do not the Palestinians deserve 
to be part of this newly emanci- 
pated world? And who can say 
they will not if only they can 
overcome their seemingly con- 
genital incapacity for collabora- 
tion? — Middle East Internation- 
al. London. 
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On ‘Contemporary Art 

fin the Islamic World' 


: By Nicola A. Ztodeh 

■» 

HISTORIANS of Islamic arts 
iaad architecture) have been 
at toss to identify the most 
sdtabfe way of dealing with 
the. subject The various blan- 
ches. of artistic expression 
which appeared and de- 
veloped over such a long 
period and in an area as vast 
as any civilisation has co- 
vered, and more importantly 
are still being produced, cer- 
tainly present difficulties. 
Could an art historian treat 
tiie whole thing as one unit? 
The answer is, mostly, “No.” 
Should the subject be divided 
according to countries? Or to 
periods? No satisfactory 
answer is possible. 

AH methods, by the way, 
have been tried. Besides, 
some art historians seek, or 
even see, a unity in Islamic art 
(or arts) which guides them, 
or forces them, to deal with 
their topics almost spiritually 
or something like that. 


And let me hasten to say 
that there will be numerous 
attempts to solve this (or 
these) problem(s); and there 
may be no solution. As it is I 
am not really worried. This 
just means that more books 
on history of arts would be 
produced, and more variety of 
views and ideas will be avail- 
able in the market. These 
ideas crossed my mind as I 
started leafing the pages of 
"Contemporary Art in the 
Islamic World," by Princess 
Wijdan Ali. It is true this 
recent work deals only with 
contemporary art and art pure 
and simple at that; but what 
about the roots? 

Now let us get the book at 
hand. Princess Wijdan is re- 
ferred to (by herself) as edi- 
tor', but she has contributed 
six chapters out of the 19 
chapters of the book, which 
has XII + 276 pages. 

In his brief forward to the 
book, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan says: 


‘This book focuses on bring- 
ing together the cultural dif- 
ferences between the Islamic 
and Western traditions, which 
in my opinion, would develop 
a pre-eminent understanding 
,and consequently improve re- 
lationships among the people 
and countries of these two 
tivffisations." 

The arts treated in the book 
include painting on canvas, 
sculptures, graphics and cera- 
mics. And the various authors 
who contributed the material 
are well-known authorities 
and have written with know- 
ledge and warmth; I always 
fed that wriing about art must 
have some passion, because 
the “pieces” themselves are 
produced under compassion- 
ate circumstances. 

It is hardly possible to give 
such a book its due in a daily 
— it must have (and probably 
already has had) a fuller treat- . 
ment and from the pen of an 
art historian with an “eye," 
not just an historian whose 


Df. Nicola Abdo Ziadeh, 
82, is a retired professor 
who has taught at the 
American University of 
Beirut, Harvard Universi-‘ 
ty, the University of Jor- 
dan and the Lebanese 
University. He has writ- 
ten numerous books oh 
Arab and Islamic history 
and civilisation, and has 
prepared about 1,400 
radio scripts, both in En- 
glish and Arabic. In to- 
day's Jordan Times, Dr. 
Ziadeh resumes a series 
of articles after a two- 
year break. 


only artistic training is appre- 
ciation — and this through 
museums and books. 

Here the reader finds in 
each chapter a brief account 
of the more recent develop- 
ment of art in the country 
concerned, with variations de- 
pending on certain activities, 
soch as galleries and institutes 
(Jordan) etc. This is followed 
by brief biographical notes on 
artists of the country, with — 
and here lies the real beauty 



Dr. OTcob A. Ziadeh 


and benefit of the volume 
under' discussion — ample 
illustrations both coloured 
and black and white. 

This is a magnificent 
volume — rich, informative, 
instructive and gently attend- 
ing to — no doubt by Princess 
Wijdan. 

Contemporary Art in the tahihp 
W orld, Princess WUdan Ali, 
Scorpion Publishing Limited, 
London, 1989. 


Medical Aid 
for Palestinians 
comes to Jordan 




By Sana Atiydi 

Special, to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The London- 
based charity organisation 
Medical Aid for Palestinians 
(MAP), which provides medic- 
al help to Pal estinians in die 
Israefi-occupied territories and 
to Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon, will establish a chap- 
ter in Jordan soon, according 
to the MAP representaive in 
the Kingdom, Nadia AiamL 

Aland told die Jordan Times 
that die MAP chapter in Jor- 
dan, whose honorary chairman 
win be His Royal Highness 
Crown Pripbe Phssao.- ts the 
fifth f t & ti l ifc*it& London heatfJ* 
quartets. It is now in the final 
stages of its ngitndon as a 
charity organisation in the 
Kingdom, she said. 

“The Jordan chapter, whose 
executive chairman is Abdul 
Majid Sboman, chairman of 
the And) Bank, will be one of 
the most important for MAP 
because Jordan is the first stop 
for many of tiie wounded in the 
Palestinian uprising, some of 
whom we plan to treat,” Aland 
said. 

MAPs fund-raising activi- 
ties are expected to be held 
soon after the final registration 
of Jordan’s chapter. Three 
days of activities are scheduled 
to take place in Amman in 
May, with the participation of 
imauational celebrities, such 
as pro-Palestinian British ac- 
tress Vanessa Redgrave. 

Abo participating is Dr. 
Swee Cbm Ang, one of the 
fbmdeis of MAP and author 
of “Fran Beirut to Jerusalem” 
— memoirs of her experience 
with Palestinian r e fu gees dur- 
ing the Sabra and Shatila mas- 


sacres in 1982 and the years 
that followed. 

. No major MAP activities 
have taken (dace in Jordan, but 
two f un dr a i si ng dinners were 
held in Amman in 1988 and 1989 
and a hospitalisation scheme 
was funded for poor patients 
from the Baqaa refugee camp, 
co-financed by the committee 
of the Minis try of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs. 

MAP was established as a 
charity organisation after the 
Sabra and Shatila massacres 
under the slogan of “for the 
relief of poverty and sickness 
and the advancement of educa- 
tion amongst refugees and 
: *otiier displaced jpteraods and in 
particular, those refugees dis- 
placed from Palestine," Alami 
explained. 

Cooperating with the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), the Un- 
ited Nation s Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), Save the children, 
Oxfam, NORWAC and other 
international nongovernment 
organisations, MAP — which 
describes itself as a noo-pohtio 
al humanitarian organisation 
— concentrates on helping 
civilian victims of war and 
works closely with the Pales- 
tine Red Crescent Society 
(PROS). The organisation also 
treats non-Palestinian patients. 
“In Lebanon we treated many 
non-Palestinians, especially 
children with special needs," 
Alami said. 

She said MAP had received 
international recognition, and 
was well-known for the efforts 
of the staff and vohm teens 
touring the world and arousing 
humanitarian interest on 
Palestinian victims whether in 
rcftfjgee ca mp s in Lebanon or 



A mother watches over a young intifada vteftea hi Makas s cd h o spital- The intifada i 
cases are treated by MAP staff 


i many such 


in the occupied lands. 

“Hundreds of newspapers, 
radio and television interviews 
were conducted with well- 
known MAP volunteers, Drs. 
Swee Ang and Pauline Cut- 
ting, both of whom have writ- 
ten books about Palestinian 
suffering in Lebanon, and 
addressed thousands of meet- 
ings and conferences worl- 
dwide. Pauline (author of 
“Children of the Siege” about 
the Palestinian camps siege in 
Beirut in 1985, and Suzie 
Wighton, a MAP nurse, both 
have received the Order of the 
British Empire (OBE) and 
Member of the British Empire 


(MBE) from Queen Elizabeth 
II," Aland noted. 

She added that MAP had 
received recognition from the 
British government, inducting 
the Conservative and Labour 
parties, the liberal Democrat 
and Sodal Democratic parties, 
as well as trade unions, profes- 
sional organisations and reli- 
gious foundations. 

“With the intifada going on, 
Palestinians inside foe occu- 
pied territories need our 
utmost medical help, especially 
in light of foe poor availability 
of medical and health facilities 
there," Aland said. 

MAP has 22 projects in the 


occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, providing hospitalisation 
schemes, specialised volunteer 
doctors, surgeons, physiother- 
apists and nurses, laboratory 
equipment and other medical 
equipment, she said. The orga- 
nisation, working with Palesti- 
nian staff and training them, 
provides professional and 
material assistance through 
hospitals, health centres and 
the popular health committees. 

Although MAP is presently 
preoccupied with the occupied 
territories. Alarm said, there 
are also several projects for 
Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon. 


School dropout turns novelist 


By Paul Bea-Iteak 
Reuter 

SAN FRANCISCO — For Holly 
Uyemoto, author of a well-re- 
viewed new novel called Rebel 
Without a Cine, the path to liter- 
ary success began when she drop- 
ped out of school. 

“I was told tty teachers and 
peers alike that I was not very 
intelligent,” recalls Uyemoto, 20, 
whose book centres on the lives 
of teenagers, one of whom has 
AIDS, in a wealthy area of Cali- 
fornia. 

' “What really tore it,” she said, 
was discovering that her name 
was on a list of students destined 
for a high school that had a 
sudent body largley comprised of 
delinquents. 

Aged 15. she qnit school 
altogether, which she admits did 
not please her parents. 

“They were homicidal at first,” 
Uyemoto said in a recent inter- 
view, dressed entirely in black 
and wearing a large butterfly- 
shaped ring. 

“They just wanted me to toil 
away at the salt mines of educa- 
tion and bungle aloDg like tbe rest 
of the ’megadotards’ until I got 


my degree," she said, using a 
word of derision that she 
apparently coined herself. 

After leaving school Uyemoto 
toiled away instead on a novel, 
fi nishing a rough draft in just 
three weeks. She sold it to the 
third literary agent she 
approached. 

The book was released in 
November by Crown Books to 
mostly positive reviews. 

“Uyemoto... delves into the 
flashy, sometimes fatal, world of 
easy money, six and drags, and 
emerges with a terrific book,” a 
New York Times reviewer wrote 
of foe book. 

Tbe novel is set in California’s 
affluent Marin County, north of 
San Francisco. 

It is there that Thomas Bain- 
bridge, tbe world’s most success- 
ful male model, returns to tell his 
best friend, Christian Delon, that 
he has contracted AIDS. 

Christian, a recent high school 
graduate, narrates tbe tale. 

' Reviewers and Uyemoto's edi- 
tor praise her ability to capture 
the way people really talk. 

“Her words on tbe page sound 
as if they out of a human 
mouth,” said Lisa Healy, editor 


at Crown. 

Healy was also impressed by a 
first novel that is not autobiog- 
raphical and one in which a 
female author writes from a male 
perspective. 

“You very seldom see someone 
make such an imaginative leap in 
voice, particularly in the first 
person,” Healy said. 

Uyemoto is more modest. 

T see myself as hanging by' 
knees from the bottom rang of 
foe ladder of literary credibility, 
swinging back and forth,” the 
author said during an interview, 
frequently pausing to find foe 
right phrase or suddenly bursting 
into laughter. 

Uyemoto' says she is nothing 
like her characters, who take 
drugs as easily as some people 
mte vitamins. She claims that in 
person she is just the opposite. 

*Tm embarrassed to be me,” 
she said. 

“I say things in my writing that 
I never get to say whfle Pm in the 
car with the guy who’s telling me 
that I’m just a soulless pod, and 
then be pushes me out and tries 
to back over me unsuccessfully' 
with his car... metaphorically 
speaking,” she said. 


Apple Computer 


Tuesday, March 20 1990 Iangnage 


11:00 AM Apple Previews System 7-0 E 
A sneak preview of ihe nert major 
release for ibe Macintosh operating 
system.. 

4.-00 PM Bilingual Productivity Tools A 

A doser look at how thie Macintosh 
enhances work environ men is using 
spreadsheets and other tools. 

(kOOPM Oracle for Macintosh £ 

The latest in connectivity between 
Macintosh and other computers. 


Seminar 

schedule 


Wednesday, March 21 1990 Language! 


1L-00AM ' Communication E 

The networking power of a 
Macintosh with any Macintosh, PC 
and mini computers. 

4tOOPM Total Publishing Soludon , A 
Taking a publication from A to Z, 
while showing the available tools. 

&0QPM Multimedia E 

Presenting Information through 
colour, graphics, sound and 
animation- 


Limited Seating 
please call for 
reservations 


Thursday, March 22 1990 Language 

11:00 AM 

Macintosh Ifl Higher Education A 
How different families m universities 
are applying Macintosh technologies. 

4HW7M 

Macintosh Arabfeatkm A 

Why MadnioshA/abization loday and 
in tbe future. 

&00 PM 

Graphics E 

Professional tools for graphic 
designers, publisher and others on the 
Macintosh. 


Amman Marriott Hotel, March 20 - 22 


Ideal Systems Co. Tel: 676175 or 676176 


( Cnufowwd from page 1) 

positive that U wffl reduce revenues 
by to 20 nrifikn. If you and the 
JaMUNtaee. cm convince me otfaer- 
ytei lUB wffing to listen. " 

' When near foe end of tbe tfiscus- 
den Eouv declared that “dn* is a 
watte of time and there is no need to 
rrmnririrr foe oommixtee’s amend- 
ment*," JanJaneh tried to leave the 
flour, bat was stopped by Mmirter of 
Stste for Parhamcntary Affairs 
Sheikh Abdul Baqi rtammn h and 
Information Minister Ibrahim hze- 

<S0flL. 

House Speaker Suleiman Anar 
wriftly iotexveaed wfcfa a proposal to 
name Thursday after 

bearing a hifl report by foe finance 
Master. Tbe proposal was endorsed 
a majority show of ban d s 


(Omti M cd from page 1) 

Secretary of Stale James Baker 
{ year was “compatible with the 


Tbe Baker proposal calk for a- 
mcetiqg -of the * ** uiiiiiwiB of 

tod^lgype andfot UA to pave foe 
grou nd for foe proposed dialogue, 
which w9! focus on hudhfhml* 
hold decrioH in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
le »nty 10 a qnestifc. Carter said 
feb undemanding was that the 
SaJeaSasT I3«ta8« Oraukatwa 
“has indeed a p proved 'dm process. 
And t wooU guess that foedetopifon 
that wfl be dttosen to represent foe 
Ptiesthfea community m foe West 
Bank and be wcO under? 

stood by foe FLO. leadenl#.” 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Sfuneisani 

P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan -• 
Tel. 604676, 604696 



Tbe first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabaf Amman, near 
AhUyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-MJdmght 


if He Ss ^ 





PEOPLE WHO NEEV 

mHTEMNCE 
SERVICES 

CALL US! 





Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takm away nviafl nfitto 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18^0-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge. 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 





RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfieque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 -Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
l Hour Servich 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
Mix* 30% torpor 

* Frmo mnlargo- 
mont 20 x 30 cm 


0Ta eastern 


Shmcisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
SweBch tel: 823891 



PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 


| TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 

■ TLX : 23 0 23 POB:815408 

AMMAN-JORDAN 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmrnn 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily t!L30-&30pm 

7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel;659519 659520 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAIMITEL 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
ExDatriates and 
Businessmen 
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VIENNA, Austria (AP) — 
OPEC ministers agreed Saturday 
to restrain oil production in com- 
ing months to try to keep crude 
prices high, but some member 
nations have violated prodncccn 
quotas before. 

’ The ministers of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) wound cp six 
hoists of talks by renewing their 
support for a target price of S18 a 
barret. 

They also decided anew to car- 
ry into the Aprii-June quarter 
tneir current production ceiling of 
a little more than 22 million 

.irels a day. The cap was set last 
November for the first sit months 
cf the year . but has been 
broken. 

Led by Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates, the 13-nation 
jroup has been pumping as much 
as 23.7 million barrels a day. 
according to analysts. 

The United Arab Emirates will 
!:keiy continue ramping about 


two million barrels a day, double 
its quota. The emirates did not 
sign onto the November agree- 
ment setting the current produc- 
tion ceiling. 

Kuwait 0:1 Minister Ali Khali- 
fa Al Sabah has reportedly said 
his country does not have to 
abide by its quota when prices are 
above Si8. 

To meet the output cap, some 
cf the countries would have to cut 
production. 

“We expect that we will with- 
draw some quantities from the 
market during the (coming) 
months,” Algerian Mines Minis- 
ter Sadek Boussena, who pres- 
ided over the meeting, told repor- 
ters. “This at least could avoid a 
decrease in the prices...” 

Boussena insisted all 12 coun- 
tries, excluding the LTnited Arab 
Emirates, would follow their 
supply limits. 

Sabah had suggested scrapping 
the quota system as outdated and’ 


often ignored by members. Some 
of the countries are producing 
near their limits and would likely 
be unable to pump much more. 

But Boussena said, ''the feeling 
of the countries is that we still 
need for the short-term ... a 
system of quotas.” 

The average price of a basket 
cf seven crudes monitored by 
OPEC reached $20.56 a barrel in 
the first week of January, but has 
been slipping since then, falling in 
the second week of March to 
$17.91 a barrel. 

Demand for the group's oil 
usually contracts with the 
approaching warm weather in the 
United States and other consum- 
ing nations and tbe price is ex- 
pected to fall. 

An OPEC report predicted de- 
mand would slump in the April- 
Juse period to 20.8 million bar- 
rels a day before rebounding to 
21.4 million barrels a day in the 
third quarter. 


“Prices expectedly will go 
down (in the second quarter), bat 
2 don't see any catastrophe,'* 
Indonesian Oil Minister Gtnand- 
jar Kartasasmita said in an inter- 
view. “I don’t think it will go 
below $17 (a barrel)." 

The ministers opened tbe 
meeting of a special monitoring 
committee Friday evening a! 
OPEC headquarters. Saturday, 
they huddled privately in Bousse- 
na’s suite at a luxury hotel where 
most stay. 

Only eight ministers technically 
belong to the panel, but al] coun- 
tries were represented. 

The ministers plan to meet in 
May to set pricing and production 
guidelines for the last half of the 
year. 

OPEC members are: Algeria, 
Ecuador. Gabon, Indonesia, 
Iran. Iraq. Kuwait. Libya. Niger- 
ia, Qatar, Saadi Arabia, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and Vene- 
zuela. 
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TOKYO { AP) — Prime Minister 
Tosbiki Kaifu has urged legisla- 
tors to turn their attention to 
reforming structural problems in 
Japan’s economy that contribute 
to its $49 billion trade surplus 
with the United States. 

Meanwhile, officials at Japan’s 
trade ministry confirmed reports 
that they were considering chang- 
ing or abolishing a law that U.S. 
officials say tends to prevent fore- 
ign firms from expanding their 
sales in Japan. 

International Trade and Indus- 
try Minister Kabun Muto. who 
earlier bad opposed changing tbe 
large scale retail stores law, tcld 
Japanese reporters that bolder 
steps might have to be taken if 
U.S. trade officials were oct satis- 
fied plans to ?L’e its enforce- 

ment. 

Change or abolition of the law 
is a key demand of U.S. trade 
negotiators, wire ccnlend Shat the 
law hinders foreign stores trying 
to open in Japan as well as the 
opening of large Japanese stores 
more likely to sell foreign-made 
goods than traditional mom-and- 
pop shops. American officials 
also say the number of layers b 
Japan's distribution system 
makes it inefficient and hard for 
foreign products to penetrate. 

A ministry official, speaking cn 
condition of anonymity, 
cautioned that Muto’s comment 
did not mean the law definitely 
will be changed, but that tbe 
agency was considering possible 
revisions. Its attitude toward a 
change had shifted from negative 
to “neutral,” he said. 

“Mr. Kaifu has taken a very 
serious look at this and has ex- 
pressed his determination to tack- 
le this problem... things are going 
forward,” said foreign ministry 
spokesman Taizo Watanabe. 

In parliament, Kaifu urged 
legislators to cooperate with his 
efforts to fulfill promises of 
structural change in the “structu- 
ral impediments initiative” trade 
talks with the United States. 

“We intend realistic efforts to 
carry out structural reforms. That 
means we must carry out reforms 
of our land use policies and im- 
prove the standard of living,” 
Kaifu said during questions by 


opposition legislators in the up- 
per bouse. 

“Our corporations are wealthy 
and strong, but this wealth has 
come at the expense of long 
working hours and a low standard 
of living. It is time to redress this 
unbalance.” he said. 

Kaifu. who last month prom- 
ised U.S. President George Bush 
to do his best to carry out tbe 
reforms, is fighting his govern- 
ment's tendency to become bog- 
ged down in domestic disputes. 

Japan’s parliament has accom- 
plished few trade related reforms 
in tbe year since it became 
embroiled in battles over a brib- 
ery scandal and a controversial 
sales tax. 

Kaifu is urging Japan Socialist 
Party Chairwoman Takake Doi 
and other opposition leaders to 
abanden their attacks on the sales 
T-v given the comfortable tr.ajor- 
ity his party won in Feb. 13 
parliamentary elections. 

“I don’t think it would be 
exaggerating to say we have tbe 
full support and understanding of 
the people on this issue,” he said. 

Opposition parties unsuccess- 
fully based their campaigns in last 
month’s lower house election on 
calls to abolish the sales tax, 
which along with a series of sex 
and money scandals eroded pub- 
lic support for the ruling party 
and contributed to its defeat in an 
upper house election last July. 

Raifo’s opponents, led by the 
Socialists, die no. 1 opposition 
party, dominate the upper house 
and are likely to obstruct action 
on a number of trade-related 
issues facing parliament. 

These include plans to reform 
Japan's distribution system, land 
use laws to provide more land for 
housing and cut inflated prices, 
and increased spending on roads, 
parks and sewers to improve the 
general quality of life — changes 
Washington says are needed to 
eliminate “structural" trade bar- 
riers behind tbe chronic U.S. 
trade deficit with Japan. 

Parliament must first deal with 
a revised version of the three per 
cent sales tax and a national 
budget by the end of this month. 

While analysts are sceptical ab- 
out Kaifu’s chances of following 


through on his promises to Bush, 
the reforms are widely supported 
by major business organisations 
and the media. 

Joining other business groups, 
the Kansai Economic Federation 
in western Japan has urged the 
government to raise taxes cn 
farmland m major rides to tbe 
same level as residential taxes to* 
encourage development of sub- 
urban farmland. 

It also called for measures to 
narrow the gap between prices :n 
Japan and overseas. 

Japanese officials, however, 
have expressed concern that 
Kaifu, who lacks clout in his own 
party, will have problems gather- 
ing support for refonns scon 
enough* to satisfy the United 
States. 

Tokyo is under pressure to 
show it will implement promised 
reforms before eariy April, when 
trade negotiators are to issue an 
interim report on the structural 
trade talks. A final report is due 
in July. 

Meanwhile, U.S. trade nego- 
tiators have admitted “little prog- 
ress” in cracking Japan’s barriers 
to American exports and said 
only time will tell whether Bush’s 
summit with Kaifu will produce 
results. 

Two key senators threatened to 
launch a protectionist trade war 
with Japan if Tokyo does not bow 
to U.S. demands. 

“Anti-Japanese sentiment in 
the United States is rising fast," 
said Senator Max Baucus. “Japan 
has a choice. It can either follow 
tbe lead of the rest of tbe world 
and open its markets or it can 
keep its markets closed 2 nd have 
the rest of the world follow its 
lead.” 

Senator John Dan forth said the 
Bush administration ’has done 
nothing yet to warrant congra- 
tulations” on getting Japan to 
open its markets, adding Congress 
will not accept a “public relations 
job which attempts to bay us 
off.” 

“If we didn’t go far enough in 
1988, I believe we can go farth- 
er,” Danforth said, referring to 
the trade act two years ago calling 
for retaliatory steps if Japan does 
not lower its barriers to imports. 


Undersecretary of State 
Richard McCormack said U.S. 
negotiators avoided pressuring 
Japan in the first three rounds of 
talks in enter to prevent the 
issues from* becoming “political 
footballs” in Japan’s parliamen- 
tary election last month. 

“But at the next session (April 
2 and 3 in Washington) the 
Japanese side must move rapidly 
to provide solutions to the prob- 
lems we have been discussing for 
six months,” he said. 

The negotiators, however, said 
there is no assurance that will 
happen, despite tbe mutual 
pledges by Bosh and Kaifu a! 
their hastily arranged summit 
meeting last month to redouble 
efforts on both sides. 

“The basic question is whether 
the Japanese side sees this as a 
damage control exercise — public 
relations — or whether they see it 
as requiring substantive effort.” 
said Deputy U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative S. Linn Williams, head 
of the American team in the 
tails. 

“On that point, the jury is 
out,” Williams told tbe Senate 
Finance Subcommittee on trade 
chaired by Baucus. “Proof is in 
the results. It’s too early for us to 
pass judgement." 

J. Micbale Farren, the com- 
merce department’s undersecret- 
ary for trade, said the U.S. trade 
deficit with Japan has unproved 
by only $7.3 billion, less than 15 
per cent, with Japan since 1987 
despite a 45 per cent devaluation 
of the dollar against tbe yen. 

At the same time, he said, tbe 
U.S. deficit with West Germany 
has declined by half and with 
Korea, Taiwan and other East 
Asian countries it is down by 29 
per cent. 

Farren cited a jont survey by 
bis department and Japan's 
ministry of international trade 
and industry in November show- 
ing that 40 per cent of Japanese 
products are more expensive in 
Tokyo than in New York. 

On average, he said, prices for 
both U.S. and other countries’ 
products were 70 per cent higher 
in Japan than in the United 
"States. 
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MOSCOW (R) — In the days 
before perestroika, there was no 
such thing as a Soviet budget 
deficit. 

As Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
closest political ally in the Krem- 
lin leadership, Alexander Yakov- 
fey. said recently, the answer was 
simple: At the end of each year 
the government printed extra 
money or expropriated the profits 
of state companies. 

And the deficit disappeared. 

Tbe legacy of communist cen- 
tral planning and. liberal use of 
the printing press is billions of 
practically worthless roubles 
washing around in the system 
with precious few goods to buy. 

Reducing that “monetary over- 
hand” poses cue of the biggest 
challenges to Soviet reformist 
policy-makers trying to pull the 
country out of a deepening eco- 
nomic crisis. 

But liberal economists are di- 
vided. Fierce debate rages over 
fcow to restore the value of the 
rouble and its purchasing power. 

One of die few things they can 
agree on is that the policies of the 
old days are discredited and must 
not be repeated. 

"The first thing we must do is 
stop printing money,” Abe! 


Aganbegyan, rector of the gov- 
ernment's Academy of tbe 
National Economy, told Reuters 
in an interview. 

But at least four different plans 
being considered as a growing 
weight of political and economic 
opinion is thrown behind a cam- 
paign to speed up the pace of 
economic re f orm. 

All are likely to spell even 
greater hardship for Soviet 
citizens and risk exacerbating so- 
cial tension in a society disillu- 
sioned by the failure of five years 
of perestroika to stop the slide 
inliving standards. 

The four schetns are: 

— The step-by-step approach, 
favoured by Aganbegyan. The 
key is to soak up excess roubles, 
estimated at 165-200 billion (cur- 
rently $27 5- $330 billion at official 
rates), by fostering private own- 
ership of tend and property and 
offering bonds to give the right to 
purchase consumer items such as 
cars. 

Most subsidised prices would 
be allowed to rise to a level 
dictated by market forces, creat- 
ing a credible monetary regime 
and paving the way for converti- 
bility. 

— Currency reform introduc- 
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ing a new rouble. Tbe scheme is 
advocated by some Russian 
nationalist politicians on the right 
and some radical reformers on 
the left including leading eco- 
nomist Gavril Popov, editor of 
the academic monthly journal 
Problems of the Economy. 

Similar to a 1947 currency re- 
form, old roubles in savings 
accounts would be swapped for 
new ones at a rate of one-to-one 
up to a certain limit. Everything 
above that would be lost. 

The scheme is more radical 
than one model now being consi- 
dered for German savings above 
a certain level could still be swap- 
ped for West German marks after 
a fixed cumber of years. 

— Introduction of a parallel, 
convertible rouble, favoured by 
another leading economist, Oleg 
Bogomolov, director of the Insti- 
tute of the Economy of the World 
Socialist System. 

This would be used at first in 
free economic zones and for joist 
ventures and could be backed by 
gold reserves. One historical pre- 
cedent is Lenin's introduction in 
1922 of gold-backed “Cher- 
vonets” in note and, a year later, 
coin form. 

— Introduction of a universally 
convertible rouble backed by 
gold. This idea was Soared by a 
U.S. Federal Reserve Board gov- 
ernor, Wayne Angell, on a trip to 
Moscow last year arid has been 
advocated by several Western 
economists. 

The outcome of the currency 
debate has cot yet been settled, 
but arguments appear to favour 
either Aganbegyan’s step-by-step 
approach or Bogomolov’s para- 


llel currency plan. 

Andrei Orlov, deputy chair- 
man of the State Commissaon for 
Economic Reform, told Reuters 
last month the body was “study- 
ing carefully” inclusion of prop- 
osals for a parallel currency in a 
new package of reform measures 
to be unveiled is the next days. 

Tbe concept has also won the 
support of Gorbachev’s recently 
appointed personal economic 
adviser Nikolai Petrakov and has 
been urged by Western business- 
men frustrated at being unable to 
convert rouble profits into hard 
currency. 

One compromise would be to 
back the parallel rouble with 
foreign exchange reserves with- 
out pledging Soviet gold hold- 
ings. The latter arc still a doseiy 
guarded secret, estimated by 
Western economists at somewhat 
ebove 2.000 tonnes. Last year 
Angell estimated the Soviet gold 
to be worth $26 billion. 

Aganbegyan ’s fine is closer to 
the current government economic 
programme introduced last De- 
cember in a compromise between 
reformers and anti-reformers. 
“The government has been going 
slow for two years,” be said. “We 
need to speed up.” 

He argues interest rates must 
be nosed front two to three per 
cent level to at least six to eight 
per cent. Price r e fo rm — remov- 
ing subsidies oa all but a few basic 
food items — would go hand 
inhand with steps to bring the 
budget deficit down from about 
11 per cent of gross national 
product, r e for m of the banking 
system and creation of stock and 
bond markets. 



HONG KONG (AP) — China's 
ministry of labour is tackling 
growing unemployment by telling 
jobless workers to stay home and 
consume less, a pro-Beijing paper 
has reported. 

The Ta Rung Pao, citing a 
ministry document, also reported 
that the ministry will begin re- 
quiring work and temporary resi- 
dence permits for peasants look- 
ing for jobs in the cities. 

The new policy is an attempt to 
stem the growing tide of rural 
unemployed flooding China's 
cities in search of work. Last 
year, tens of millions of peasants 
converted on major cities, caus- 
ing a rise in crime and social 
problems. More than 2.5 milli on 
flocked to Canton alone, where 
tens of thousands camped outside 
the railway station. 

The report said China’s cities 
would be even less capable this 
year than last of coping with the 
problem. Urban unemployment 
now boveis between four and five 
per cent, the paper said, mere 
than a 100 per cent jump over 
January of last year. The official 
Chinese figure is slightly less than 
four per cent. 

A Western China watcher in 
Hong Kong estimated that about 
30 million in China’s 550 million- 
member labour force are jobless. 

In addition, analysts say, more 
and more Chinese are reaching 
working age, putting farther 
strains on foe system. 

Tbe TA Rung Pao report came 
after the Chinese communist par- 
ty released a lengthy document 
on economic policy calling for 
several years of belt-tightening 
with no mention of economic 


reform. 

China’s decade of reform effec- 
tively ended in the fall of 1988 
with the announcement of auster- 
ity measures to cool the overhe- 
ated economy. Further blows to 
the programme were struck fol- 
lowing the ouster last June of 
pro-reform party leader Zhao 
Ziyxng, blamed for tbe crushed 
pro-democracy movement. 

The austerity programme has 
resulted in the closure of hun- 
dreds of factories, the cancella- 
tion of building projects and the 
firing of millions of workers. 

Hardest hit have been smaller 
township enterprises, the back- 
bone of economic progress in 
rural areas during the past de- 
cade. 

The rural labour force tradi- 
tionally has looked to the cities to 
take its unemployed. But now 
that avenue is being dint off. 

Tbe key to the ministry of 
labour policy was an eight-char- 
acter couplet, the paper said: “Zf 
you’re dismissed from work, 
don’t leave your village, just con- 
sume less.” 

Peasants who do leave town 
will have to get a work permit and 
a temporary residence permit if 
they bead to a large or medium- 
size city. In this way. the govern- 
ment will be able “to control tbe 
automatic increase in the urban 
labour force.” Ta Kung Pao said. 

The report did not say when 
the permit programme, which is 
bound to cause a large bureacra- 
tic headache, would begin. China 
already has a policy of permanent 
residence permits for cities but 
many evade it. 


refSnerids earn $234?n 

KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwait National Petroleum Company 
(KNPC) has earned about $284 million in its 1989 fiscal year from 
the 760,030 barrels per day produced by its three local refineries. 
The company's financial manager. Abdul Maguid Al Taraboulsi. 
said that abcu: 35.082 barrets per day (bird) of oil was consumed 
locally at subsidised prices white the rest was exported. Taraboulsi 
told Reuters that KNPC’s net profits in the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1989, were 83.2 milli on dinars ($284.2 million) in comparison 
io 75.59 million dinars ($258.52 mfllion)the previous year, when 
domestic refineries produced some 649,000 b/d. Kuwait, which 
currently produces about 1.9 million b/d of oil. has aggressively 
expanded its refining operations both at home and abroad to 
maximise revenue from its crude. 


Batelco reports higher profit 

BA HRA IN (R) — The Bahrain Telecommunications Company 
(BATELCO) has said its 1989 net profit rose by five per cent to 
20.5 million dinars ($55 million). BATELCO General Manager 
Brian Wood said a jump in the number of international telephone 
calls and growing use of facsimile machines had boosted income 
from international traffic by 10 per cent to 20.6 million dinars ($55 
million). He declined to give a figure for total income ahead of an 
annual shareholders meeting on March 24. BATELCO is owned 
20 per cent by London-based Cable and Wireless PLC, 40 per 
cent by Bahrain's government and 40 per cent by local firms and 
individuals. Its shares are traded on the Bahrain Stock Exchange. 
Wood said the number of telephone lines in Bahrain jumped to 
87,700 in 1989 from 83,000 the previous year. 

Elf strike oil 3n Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — Tbe Fnench company Elf Aquitaine has 
struck its first oil in tbe Attaiiah-North field in northeastern Syria 
with one test well producing 8,000 b/d of light crude, oil ministry 
officials have said. Elf, which began exploration in northeastern 
Syria in 1989, is yet to decide tbe geological reserve and 
production capacity of tbe field, they said. Tbe officials said Elf 
was planning to put the field, tbe latest in a series of discoveries in 
tbe region, on early production. Syria, a member of the 
Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEO, 
produces around 400,000 barrels per day. (MI industry sources, 
said Western companies to invest $1.1 billion in exploration and 
production of oil and gas in 1990. 

5 rare nosi-oil exports increase 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran exported non-oil goods worth $669 million 
in tbe eight-month period to Nov. 21, 33.7 percent more than the 
similar period in 1988, the Iranian news agency IRNA has said. 
Export items included hand-woven carpets, pistachio nuts and 
animal skins, it said. Iran’s main source of foreign exchange, 
crude oil sales, were expected to reach $12 billion in the year to 
March 20, according to official figures. 

Judge favours executing 'terrorists’ 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s top judge has vowed to crack down on 
corruption, saying the judiciary was ready to execute “economic 
terrorists” if parliament agreed. Tbe tough talk followed warnings 
in press and parliament that corruption and profiteering may 
flourish in the* new pro-businesses climate fostered by President 
Ah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. “If the parliament approves, the 
judiciaiy will go as far as execution is dealing with economic 
terrorists.” Tehran radio quoted Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi as 
saying: “Tbe judiciary will toughen its strict attitude towards 
saboteurs cf economic affairs even in government organisations,” 
Yazdi told Muslim d erics in the holy dry of Qom. In several 
widely publicised embezzlement and Grand trials over the past two 
years, Iranian courts have handed down jail and flogging 
sentences and heavy fines. 

SsSglusrs, Libya want closer ties 

BRUSSELS, Belgium ( AP) — Belgium and Libya have said they 
want to establish closer economic relations. Belgian Trade 
Minister Robert Urbaic said two Belgian companies have signed 
contracts worth $471 million to build housing near the dty of 
Benghazi and to explore for oil in Libya. Other contracts were 
being negotiated, be said. He met with his Libyan counterpart, 
Mohammad Madam Al Boukbari, who is oa an official visit to 
Belgium. Urbain said Belgium was Libya’s largest European- 
trade partner after Italy, West Germany and France. He said 
Belgium will respect European Community sanctions against the 
Tripoli government which include diplomatic sanctions and a han 
on arms sales. Tbe sanctions were imposed in 1986 after a Libyan 
embassy staffer shot and killed a pobce officer outside tbe Libyan 
embassy in London. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY MARCH 19, 1999 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carol! Pigtee? Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: En- 
joy yourself today but make z 
point io avoid a tendency to feel 
that you are being imposed upon 
by those around you. Extend your 
present success beyond present 
avenues. 

ASSES: (Man* 21 to April 19) 

Introduce that new acquaintance 
you Kke to yonr social group. 
Entertaining at home would very 
much please your household. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
warm and happy feeling should 
exist in special projects. At home 
take your attachment to meet some 
outside associates that will be help- 
ful to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can put some of your most creative 
talents into daily activities. You 
can make your residence glisten 
and glow by mare efficiency. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 io 
July 21) Join family with friends at 
places of entertainment and re- 
creation. A difficult situation with 
your attachment is just behind you. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Janas 
to nearby places brings the greatest 
amount of pleasure with friends. A 
very busy day for activity between 
you and yam- attachment. 

VIRGO: (Angus: 22 to September 
22) Private and intimate soda! 
events can bring the greatest 
amount of happiness. A trip with 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
. 1 Android 
6 Lugs 

10 Signal In a 
way 

14 Lend — 
(listen) 

15 Wise men 

16 Wading bird 

17 Shrub with 
white flowers 

19 Shipshape 

20 Haven for 
pairs 

21 Had on 

22 Come to res: 

24 Defeat 

25 Withered 

28 Quiets 

29 Broaden 

32 Wagner of 
baseball 

33 Oh. woe I 

34 Skirt dart 

36 US author 

37 “Le Coq 

36 Chess piece 

39 Attire 

40 Cloak 

41 Silly ones 

42 Space for 
gear 

44 Hunted down 

45 Slangy 
turndown 

48 Hural deity 
47 Schedule 

50 Friendly 

51 Koppel 

54 Fashioned 

55 Seedy fruit 

58 Send off 

59 Put on cargo 

60 Rental 
agreement 

61 Captures 

62 Leave 

63 Gantry” 

DOWN 

1 Deified Hindu 
hero 

2 — about 

3 — and call 

4 Hardwood 

5 Flat-bladed 
tools 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 






6 Intelligent 

7 Bowling alley 

8 Urge 

9 Certain 
engines 

10 Certain 
flavoring 

11 Aid in 
wrongdoing 

12 Small 
container 

13 Punta del — 

18 Diana of song 

23 Epoch 

24 Scot caps 

25 Springe 

26 Kind of rug 

27 Forum wear 

28 Sluggish 

29 Wed on the 
run 

30 Sticky 

31 Irregularly 
notched 

33 Maxim 

35 — out a living 

40 Proficient 


Y ssferday'sPszzb Solved: 



41 Complain 

43 Scepter 

44 Hecreahone! 
area 

46 Diamond 
plane 

47 Prayerful 
affirmation 


Brave 

Blue-pencil 

Gully 

Mica car 

Gaelic 

Henna user 

Loose 

Eher 


THE BETHS HAL?, 


By Morris 



'Doctor, I’m calling about the 
muscle relaxant you aave 
my husband..." ~ 



Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onflnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED VVORO GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob tee 


ACEEP 

I 


CHOAR 


_LJ_ 


□ 


NOWWIN! 


^ Y V 

^ > h A 

r ' 



URMAN ! 


irn 



THEY USEP TQ 
CONSUMER H)jV\ A 
* RAKE/ 1 BUT KCW 
HE'S 5IMFLY 
TURNED INTO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters | 
form the surprise answer, as Su 
gested by the above cartoon. 


>Wsr " e ' e; A LXX 1 3 LI III 


801(01(18/8 


(Answers tomom 
Jumbtec AFIRE PIANO ZIGZAG FOMENT 

Answer Utea ship, some speekers toot loudest who 
they're tWs— W A TOG w 


13 


attachment to visit an older penoa 
is now important. 

USsUl: (September 23 to October 
22) Be with good friends at the 
most available elegant places 
Doing something unexpected wffi 
please your attachment Bed this 
will benefit towards you. 
SCOanO: (October 53 to Novem- 
ber 21) You will seed to carefully 

discriminate in the friends you we. 
in business or money matters you 
will nave many opportunities. 

SaGSTT ARRIS'- (November 22 to 
December 21) You bare two ex- 
perts you can turn to aid you in 
your activities. Show special depth 
of feeling towards confused frit-mis 
now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Go on trips to see 
good friends, but make sure you 
are rare ini in motion. Take your 
family with you on any jaunls 
nearby to see kre or friends. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You will be thoroughly 
enjoying the activities in which you 
now engage. There will be nuuiy 
different type of frier.ds yea can 
enjoy today. 

PISCES: (February 2G to March 
20) Don't tel a couple from afar 
consume ail your free time socially. 
Praising your attachment for an 
accomplishment brings romantic 
hapoiness. 
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Britain 
piahs big 
security 
operation 
for World 
Cup 

LONDON (AP) — The British 
government has ordered -its big- 
gest security operation for a 
sports event to try to prevent 
Hoo Sg a n ism by its soccer fans at 
.the Worid Cop, it was reported 


The Sunday Telegraph quoted 
unidentified gov e r nm ent sour ces 
as saying the pr o gr amm e would 
include use of British police as 
spotters to try to identify known 
soccer thugs for their Italian 
counterparts. 

The cup, soccer's world cham- 
pioinship, opens in 12 Tiafan 
dries June 8. 1 

The paper also said that au- 
thorities were concerned that 
trouble could erup t in Genoa, 
where ferries departs from the 
Italian mainland for Sardinia, the 
island where the En g)fah twiw 
win be based. 

• The Te l egr aph said . that, in 
additiorf, towns in France and 
Italy have been warned to be 
prepared for trouble by British 
fens travelling by car to Italy for 
the World Cap. 

“This is die biggest operation 
the government has ever 
mounted for a sporting event,” 
the newspaper quoted one source 
as saying. "This effort is being 
made to save our reputation but, 
in spite of a0 tins; work, we have 
to prepare for 'trouble.” 

Last week, top British police 
.officials said they had uncovered 
plans for battles at the World Cup 
between hooligans from England 
and the Netherlands. 

The two teams, whose fol- 
lowers are among rite most vio- 
lent id Europe, play in the same 
first-round group on Sardinia and 
Sicily. 

Another British newspaper, 
the Sunday Times, reported that 
hooligans from around the conn-' 
try were plotting violence at an* 
exhibition match between Eng- 
land and Tunisia in Trims June. 2, 
and outside the grarKwm iq the 
Sardinia capiutal of Cagliari June. 
16, when England and the 
Netherlands play. 

- It quoted Sean Gibbs, identi- 
fied as a kifown ‘ hooligan from 
Cheltenham, England, .as saying 
be was looking forward to "se- 
rious violence” at the cup. 


Capriati, Becker 
score more wins 


KEY BISCAYNE (R) — 
American teenager Jennifer 
Capriati upset sixth-seeded 
Helena- Sokova of Czechoslo- 
vakia: for the second consecu- 
tive week to advance tb the 
third round of the $2.55 'mil- 
lion International Players Ten- 
nis Championships Saturday. 

Second-seeded Zma Garri- 
son of the United States was 
upset by Julie Halard mf 
France and men's second seed 
Boris Becker of West Ger- 
many straggled before defeat- 
ing qualifier Fabrice Santoro 
of France in tins second-round 
match of the 96-player tourna- 
ment. 

Top-seeds and defending 
champions Ivan Lendl of 
Chechoslovakia and Gabriela 
Sebathri were both winners. 

Lendl struggled but defe- 
ated Jens Woefanqann of West 
Germany 6-3(3-7). Sabatnd had 
fewer problems beating San- 
dra Washerman of Belgium 6~ 
3. 

Fifth-seeded Coachita Mar- 
tinez of Spain outlasted South 
African Dinky Van Remburg 
in a three hour and five minute 
marathon played almost entirely 
from the baseline. 

Sixth-seeded Aaron Kridcstem 
was upset by Jakob Hlasek of 
Switzerland wink eighth-seeded 
Tim Mayotte fell easfly to Soviet 
Alexander Volkov in other second 
round matches. 

Capriati, who ‘reached the 
finals of her first professional 
tournament in Boca Raton, 
Florida, last week by beating 
Sokova, said that she was 


mote confident and more cau- 
tions tins week for that very 
reason. 

“Today, I knew what to 
expect, but she also knew how 
to play me tins time so I knew 1 
had to play better. I think I 
played veiy well today. I 
wasn’t really expecting to win 
either time, but ITn really hap- 
py I did,” Capriati said. 

Capriati took advantage of 
very erratic tennis from Soko- 
va as well as nine double- 
faults, including three in one 
game, from Sokova’s normally 
reliable serve. 

Sokova pounded her heavy 
topspin groundstrokes and 
opened the match with a 2-0 
lead before Capriati’s ground- 
strokes caught fire and bewil- 
dered Sokova by repeatedly 
hitting the lines. 

Sokova was bewildered by 
her play and had no explana- 
tion for her performance 
against the teenager. 

“I didn’t expect to play this 
badly. I fefr I knew what to do, 
but when yon can’t hit the ball 
in the court, that doesn't mean 
anything,” Sokova said. 

Garrison, fourth in the 
world, played two loose fore- 
hands and dropped her Serve 
ax 4-4 in the final set against 
Halard, who kept Garrison 
away from the net most of the 
match. 

Halard held her serve in the 
10th game to dose out the 
match by waiting for Garrison 
to force the point and make an 
er ror, as she did the entire 

nwtrfi. 



Boris Becker 


Schneider wins slalom and 
the finale season title 


Arsenal defeat sweet 
revenge for ex-manager 


LONDON (R)— Nearly 14 years 
ago, Bobby Campbell quit his job 
as Arsenal coach after failing to 
land the coveted manager 's job in 
succession to Bertie Mee. 

On Saturday, he returned to 
Highbury for the first time as a 
manager and walked away a very 
happy man indeed. 

Not only did his team Chelsea 
do what no other side have done 
this season, they effectively shat- 
tered the English league soccer 
champions' feeling hopes of re- 
taining the tide. 

The 1-0 win dealt Arsenal their 
first tome defeat of the season 
and gave midfielder John Bum- 
stead a goal to celebrate on his 
300th appearance for the west 
London chib. 

“I am highly delighted with this 
win but Td better not say too 
much about why,” said a jubilant 
Campbell. 

Arsenal remains in third place 
in the league, just one point in 
front of Chelsea who have played 
one game more. 


Liverpool, who were at Man- 
chester United Sunday, are five 
points behind Villa but have one 
match in hand. 

Arsenal manager George Gra- 
ham, whose team conceded the 
64th-mtnute goal against the run 
of play, was dearly shaken. 

“I never think about the tide. I 
didn't last year when we won it 

bat if you can't win it yon hare to 

keep playing for your profession- 
al pride and finish as high as 
possible,” he said. 

“There could still be possibly 
Europe to aim for and you bare 
to give your fans value for 
money. But this result summed 
up our season — we were very 

inconsistent.” 

The fens, who jeered Graham’s 
decision to bring off striker Kevin 
Campbell late in the game, were 
dearly unhappy. 

Tottenham Hotspur, Arsenal’s 
north London neighbours, were 
nursing wounds inflicted by 
west Londoners, going down 3-1 
at Queen's Park Rangers who 


could have scored more. 

Norwich drew 1-1 with 
relegation-threatened MiBwall 
but the match turned bad in the 
61st minute when Norwich’s 
Robert Fleck and Mill wall’s Steve 
Wood were sent off for fighting. 

For several disgruntled strik- 
ers, Saturday proved a time to 
remind their managers just what 
they could do. 

Transfer-listed Tony Cottage 
scored a brace as Everton beat 
Crystal Palace 4-0 while Man- 
chester City's one-time England 
international Clive Allen re- 
turned to the first team after two 
months out and hit a penalty in 
their 1-1 draw at Luton. 

Villa’s Ian Ormondroyd, drop- 
ped to the substitutes’ bench to 
make way foT new $2.4 million 
signing Tony Cascarino, scored 
his team’s winner at Derby. 

Brought on for the second half, 
the lanky Ormondroyd broke the 
ice in the 71st minute to give Villa 
a crucial 1-0 win. 


New York Yankees owner 
is blackmailed by gambler 


ARE, Sweden (AP) — Vrem 
Schneider of Switzerland cap-, 
tinned the women’s season slalom 
title Sunday by winning the last 
race on the World Cup tour. 

Schneider was only Uth after 
the fust run, then on 

mishaps in the second run by two 
of her main rivals. 

Claudia Strobl of Austria, who 
held an eight-point edge ahead of 
Schneider going into the finale, 
fell less than seven seconds Into 
the second run and was disqual- 
ified. 


Strobl was fastest in the open- 
ing run, .70 ahead of teammate 
Petra Kronberger, the overall 
champion, who also was disqual- 
ified in the second rtm after a gate 
miss . 

Schneider, a double Olympic 
winner in the 1988 winter games 
in Calgary and the Worid Cup 
overall champion last season, had 


a combined time of one minute, 
10.20 seconds. 

Patricia Chanvet of France was 
a surprise ronnerup, .50 behind 
Schneider, for her best slalom 
fi nish of the season. 

Worid Cup Rookie Peroilla 
Wiberg of Sweden placed third, 
.67 behind. 


Schneider topped the final sla- 
lom standings with 125 points 
while Strobl had 108. 

It was the fifth slalom victory of 
the season for Schneider. But she 
came into the race after two 
straight failures, having been eli- 
minated by gate misses recently 
at Stranda, Norway, and Vem- 
daJen, Sweden, 


NEW YORK (AP) — New Yoik 
Yankees owner George Stein- 
brenner is being blackmailed by 
an unemployed gambler who was 
involved in his legal battle with* 
outfielder Dave Winfield and to 
whom he paid $40,000, according 
to the New York daily news. 

In Sunday’s editions, the news 
said Steinbrenner admitted 
paying the money Jan. 8 to Ho- 
ward Spira. Spira gave Stembren- 
ner information to use in his suit 
against Winfield, but Steinbren- 
ner said that was not the reason 
for the payoff. 

The paper said Spira signed an 
agreement promising never to 
disclose the payoff bnt has 
threatened to make it public, 
along with their tape-recorded 
conversations, unless Steinbren- 
ner gives him an additional 
$110,000 and a job at his Amer- 
ican Shipbuilding Co. in Tampa, 
Florida. 

Steinbrenner, in turn, has ao- , 
cased Spira of “extortion in its 
purest form” and Spira is under 
investigation by the FBI, which 


raided the Bronx, New York, 
apartment where he lives and 
seized tapes, legal documents and 
other records. 

“If it was stupidity on my pan, 
then it was," the newfc quoted 
Steinbrenner as saying in an in- 
terview Saturday. “But I honest 
to God felt that Z could help this 
young man to get his life 
straight.” 

The daily news said it listened 
to the tapes and quoted Stein- 
brenner as telling Spira in a 
March 2 phone call: 

“I offered yon some money. 
Yon said, “no, George, just give 
me this much more, just give me 
a little more, give me 40.” All 
right, I went against everybody’s 
advice, I gave you the 40 to try 
and help you and they said, they 
told' me: ‘sure as hell, he'll be 
back trying to get more out of. 
you.’ And damned if yon didn’t. 

“And then they come in and 
they tell me, hey, he’s saying he’s 


iiiiiiiS* 


going to take the tapes and he’s 
going to the papers, and he’s 
gonna do this and he’s gonna do 
that.* I said, ’he can’t do that. I 
gave him money to help him. 
And Tm not going to give him 
any more.” 


fMANY villas and 

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other toca- 

For more Information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY . 
Waei Real Estate 
Tel: S85342. 682097 




GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 

REDUCE NOT THY TRK3CS 

i vulnerable. South deals. South sunpfr 

NORTH what rated to he a laydown ctmtraci 

* 982 of six spade*. dodo** 

V 8 5 West reasoned that oecara 

? , might want to ruff some hearts in 

dummy, so he led a trump. Declarer 
won in hand and, without giving the 
4 o nil# o a i contract the slightest thought, de- 
ft e t oioava 42 dded to do exactly what West antic- 

“ 5 , 3 1 1,7 ipated. South culled the ace of 

srarra hearts and continued with the long, 

* a* n j to a and the roof feU in. 

' n ^ 5 ?■» 10 3 West ruffed and exited with a 

): 4 6 trump and declarer, who had al- 

’ * ready lost a trick, found himself 

... looking at two heart losers and only 

wL Vawt one trump on the board as a niffw. 

? mt South cashed the ace-king of dubs 

\ ” m the foriora hope that some minor 

£*“ tJL Ef? nrirade would occur. When nothing 

■ , J C JT* declarer conceded 

nog lead: Seven of 4 tow one 

whuxam like the simplest South's pfay of the hand would 
lags conld igqmrc cgdtal ^ b«n conact had tha coaBact 
g. South was so upset at not ^ But since it was 

to a grand slam on tins hand . & spades, that contract could 
forgot to make «re of the ^ ^ ^ 

am. and met wuh an unduly ^ p^cantkm. Declarer should 

***• . . wwh only one high heart and then 

: air those who use sophuu- ^ a ^ heart. No matter 

what the defenders do. declarer wffi 
M that North i held thro: then be able to ruff his remaining 

and only a douUeun heart. loier high 

formation would make a then claim the rest of the 

bun a reasonable c ontr act, tricks/ 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*982 

V 85 

0 Q62 
*28653 
WEST EAST 

4 7 6 5 4 4 Void 

<?7 9QJU942 

OK 16 53 0J9S74 

* Q 94 2 «I0 7 

SOUTH 

, 4 A X Q J 10 3 

V AK63 
0 A 

* A X 


CAR FOR SALE 

# 

HONDA PERLUDE EX-R 1986, automatic, A/C, anti- 
blocking, electric sun roof, metallic grey, radio-cassette, 4 
speakers. 

JD 5,500 firm. Customs unpaid, yellow plates. 

Tel: 814938, (606773, 640773) 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, two baths, kitchen and 
three balconies. 

Independent central heating and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner’— Tel. 641443, 667882 


The bidding: 
Sooth West 

North 

East 

2 4 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pan 

3 <7 

Fan 

3 4 

Pass 

6 4 

Pws 

Pan 

Pan 


Opening lead: Seven of 4 
Even trtuu seem* like the simplest 
of contracts could require careful 
handling. South was so upset at not 
getting to a grand sla m on this hand 
that he forgot to make sure of the 
small slam, and met with an unduly 
harsh fete. 

There are those who use sophisti- 
cated methods whereby South could 
dete rmine that North held three 
trumps and only a doubloon heart. 
That information would make a 
gnuad dam a reasonable c ontr act. 
Without such refined . methods. 


Two furnished apartments, opposite each others, each 
consisting of three bedrooms, saion, dining room. An 
unfurnished apartment consisting of three bedrooms, 
salon, dining room and small garden. Independent central 
heating 

Location: Shmeisani. PI* call teL 669205 


PAKISTAN DAY CELEBRATIONS 

To celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Pakistan Day, the 
Embassy of Pakistan in Amman will hold a flag hoisting 
ceremony followed by a reception on Friday, 23rd March, 
1990 at 10:00 a.m. at the Chancery premises opposite 
Basharat Church, Jabal Luweibdeh, Amman. 

All Pakistani nationals alongwith their families are 
cordially invited to attend the function. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, salon and dining room, wide terrace with 
central heating and telephone. 

Location: Behind Firas Bookshop, between the 3rd and 
4th Circles, Jabel Amman. 

For further Information please call telephone no. 
641003 


Our Mother 




Mothers are Precious 
They deserve their Birth Gem 
LOW PRICES 20% OFF 

’World ‘Resources 

Amra Hotel - Amman 


THERE ARE MANY 
ROADS TO SUCCESS... 

HERE ARE 45 OF THEM 

And the "road map" you need is the FREE ICS Career Kit— thesame 
Career Kit weVe sent to millions of men and women all over the world. It 
worts— and it can work for you. 

ICS doesn't promise you success: no legitimate educational institution 
does. But we DO promise that rfyou mail this ad to us. we'll send you the 
Career Kit in the career area of your choice, without obligation, and get 
you started down the career road of your choice.. .the road that leads to 
success and a better life. 

Please select one number only. Although you may wish to enroH in 
additional ICS courses later on, experience has shown that there is a far 
better chance for success when the student concentrates on one career 
area. SEND FOR FREE FACTS— NO OBLIGATION! zi3E 
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Box 1900, Scranton, 


Mleece Schools, Dept. F2S30 
insytvania 18501. U.S.A. 


Cinema 


rainbow 


Tel: 625155 
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RESEARCH ANALYST WANTED 

A regional Organization based in 
Amman has an opening for a qualified 
RESEARCH ANALYST with a special 
interest in the Transport Industry. 

The candidate must hold a 
Bachelor's Degree from a reputable 
University and have Excellent Command 
of both Arabic and English' languages. 

Please apply 

with full C.V. and Recent Photo 
to the Director Industry Department 
P.O.Box 930039, Amman 




Shmeisani. Islamic-Bank Bldg. 



OTY/COUNTHY. 


Rf A SMtfvy a NUOW Ertiauton Cwjxwnon 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


Noor Al SharH/ 

NaboeltihObftid 

THE OTHER 
WOMAN 

(Arabic) 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


(Arabic) 

Perfocmmo: 3J0.6JO, &30. Hh30 Friday 4 Sandiy extra ihow at 11:00 a.rs. 
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Famine in April, Ethiopia warns 


ADDIS ABABA (R)— As refief 
agencies prepared Sunday to Bead 
a first food convoy across the 
front line into rebel-held areas of 
northern Ethiopia, die govern- 
ment warned that serious famin e 
could strike the drought-hit re- 
gion next month. 

“The problem of famine as 
much would start in April. That is 
why wo say this is a critical 
period,” Yflma Kassaye, head of 
the g ove rnm ent’s Relief and Re- 
babflitation Co mm is s ion (RRG), 


The g o ver n ment and the rebels 
have agreed that a consortium of 
dmreh-based relief agencies, die 
Joint Relief Partnership (JRP), 
may truck food across the milit- 
ary lines into rebel-held areas of 
Woflo and Tigre provinces where 
an officially estimated <me tmllion 
people fare starvation. 

. But the JRFs “safe passage” 
operation will only relieve part of 
Ethiopia’s famine problem. 

Some 4.5 million people face 
starvation in northern Ethiopia 


this year dne to a severe drought 

which has been aggravated by the 
civil war. 

A critical situation is develop- 
ing in the Dead Sea province of 
Eritrea, where the main port 
Masawa has been in rebel hands 
since mid-February. 

The government-held towns in' 
the central highlands of Eritrea 
— indndifig the regional capital, 
Asmara — can only be readied 
by plane. Nearly two million peo- 
ple in the province face imminent 
food shortages. 

The government has appealed 
to foreign donors to finance a 
massive airlift of food aid to 
Asmara from Asab, the only 
commercial port in Ethiopia still 
in government hands. 

Western donors and the United 
Nations are more attracted by a 
rebel proposal for Masawa to be 
used as a free port for channelling 
food aid into both government 
and rebel held areas. 

Yflma was adamant, howe ve r. 


that m airlift could supply the 
needs of Eritrea and he raterated 
the government’s opposition to 
using Masawa as an entry point 
for food aid while the port re- 
mained in rebel hands. 

The RRC sent a single plane- 
load of relief supplies from Asab 
to Asmara Saturday, but Yflma 
said his organisation lacked funds 
to mount regular flights to the 
beleaguered city. 

The g ov ernment and indepen- 
dent relief orgamsatksis say there 
would be immense logistical 
problems in trucking food over 
1,200 kilometres of mountainous 
roads through rebel territory 
from Asab to Asmara. 

The JRP*s first convoy for the 
WoDo and Tigre relief operations 
was assembling in Dessie, the 
capital of WoDo province, and 
Yflma said he expected it to roil 
across the battle zone just north 
of Dessie Tuesday. 

Western donors are urging the 
Soviet-backed gov e rnment and 


Khmer Rouge moves base 
camps back into Cambodia 


O-TAPOK, Cambodia (R) — 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas have 
moved their familie s back into 
Cambodia from secret camps in 
Thailand and are budding new 
rear bases in the forests for their 
war against the Vietnamese-back- 
ed government. 

The exodus of about 20,000 
women, children, ok! people and 
wounded began two months ago 
and appeared to be completed 
this weekend, according to the - 
Khmer Rouge and relief officials 
in the Thai border town of 
Aranyaprat bet. 

In O-Tapok, a few steps across 
the frontier in the bush some 20 
kilometres from Aranyaprathet, 
Khmer Rouge soldiers wearing 
Chinese fatigues and rubber san- 
dals were budding hots on stflts 
from bamboo and thatch. Army 
capes served as screens and 


ammunition boxes as furniture. 

The women and hordes of chil- 
dren seemed cheerful and gave 
no i mp re s sion they were there 
against their will. 

One soldier, Mrt Ton, said he 
returned from the frontline three 
days ago to rest and see his wife 
and two children. 

They bad enough food but 
were short of medicine. The chil- 
dren suffered from fevers and 
headaches but a malaria — the 
scourge of this border area — had 
not hrt, be said. 

The children were told not to 
play in the forest because it was 
heavily mined. A number of ex- 
plosions were heard during tins 
visit but ft was explained that 
these were fishermen using gre- 
nades instead of nets. 

The move from the camps in 


WORLD MEWS IN BRIEF 

3 killed in Bangladesh train crash 

DHAKA (R) — Two freight cars and a passenger coach plunged 
into a river near Dhaka, killing three people and injuring another 
20, railway officials said Sunday. The accident occurred late 
Saturday at Goiaghat Rail Bridge in Gazipur district, 32 
kilometres north of Dhaka. The officials, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said three bodies were recovered from the river 
Sunday morning and the 20 injured were taken to hospitals' 
overnight. The train carried three coaches, they said. The 
independent Bengafi-language newspaper Inquilab said at least 50 
people were injured in foe crash. The cause of the accident was 
not immediately known and senior railway officials were at the 
ate to supervise rescue work, the officials said. It was also not 
known how many people were on the train, which was travelling 
from Dhaka to Bahadmabad, a distance of 120 kilometres. 

Bomb destroys DEA office in Florida 

FORT MYERS, Florida (R) — A powerful bomb thrown into a 
U.S- Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) office tus des- 
troyed the buflding and all records in it in the first direct attack on 
a DEA facility, authorities said. The fire left the new office 
building a charred shell. No one was injured, but damage was 
estimated at about $4 million, said a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) spokesman. Spokesman Allen McCreigfat 
told reporters that authorities were “taking this very seriously," 
noting that this was the first tune a DEA facility had been directly 
attacked. Some local officials speculated that the explosions may 
be linked to a grand jury indictment handed up hue last week 
which named four people in drag-related crimes. Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Greg Kehoe said, however, “we don’t have any 
suspects, but virtually anyone we’ve prosecuted over the last year 
has the potential to be looked at.” The early morning attack came 
about three hours after a nearby blast in a residential street No 
<nte was hurt in that explosion either. DEA sources said both 
blasts were caused by pipe bombs. Officials declined to comment 
on whether the two explosions were connected or who the 
possible target of the residential explosion might have been. 

16 killed in Japan supermarket fire 

TOKYO (R) — A fire in a five-storey supermarket in western 
Japan trifled at least 16 and injured six, a fire station spokesman 
said Sunday. The spokesman said the fire in the town of 
Amagasaki started at 12.40 p.m. (0340 GMT) and was still 
smouldering. He said two of the injured were hurt jumping from 
the supermarket’s fourth floor to escape the flames. He said more 
bodies might be found. The cause of the fire was under 
investigation. 

Chinese leader congratulates Gorbachev 

PEKING (AP) — Chinese President Yang Shangkon sent 
congratulations to Sonet leader Mikbail Gorbachev on his 
election as president, an official newspaper said Sunday. The 
two-paragraph telegram, sent Saturday, was carried in full in the 
Co mm u n ist Party newspaper, the People’s Daily. There was no 
explanation why Yang waited two days after Gorbachev's election 
to send the message. “It ism the interest of the peoples of the two 
countries and is beneficial to the peace and stability of Asia and 
the whole world to develop good neighbourly relations of 
friendship between oar two countries,” Yang wrote. Gorbachev 
has tried to move the base of power from the Communist Party, 
which has ruled for seven decades, to the government. In 
February, the party agreed to gjve up its leading role, and the 
parliament last week gave the presidency sweeping new constitu- 
tional powers. 

Floods force 1,500 from homes in U.S. 

MUDDY floodwateis filled a southern Alabama courthouse, 
submerged a school and forced at least 1,500 people out of then- 
homes after a levee bust Saturday under the strain of 16 inches of 
rain in two days. “I have a feeling when I go back everything I 
own will be gone,” said Debra Samuel, who fled her home near 
the flooded Pea River. Also in Alabama, six people drowned 
when their car ran off a back road into a rain-swollen creek where 
a bridge had washed out, while a Georgia woman died after she 
apparently drove into a creek and her car was washed away. Most 
of western Georgia was under flood warnings Saturday although 
rain had finally tapered off after a two-day deluge. 


Thailand — whose locations were 
not widely known — was promp- 
ted largely by Thai gov e r nm ent 
concern. Thai and relief sou rces 
said. 

Following die September with- 
drawal of the Vietnamese troops 
who were spearheading the 
Phnom Penh government’s milit- 
ary effort, Bangkok found it har- 
der to justify its tolerance of the 
Khm er Rouge, they said. 

The Chinese-backed guerri llas 

— referred to as the “geooddal 
Foi Pot clique” by Phnom Penh 

— earned a reputation for brutal 
fanaticism daring their 1975-1979 
rule of Cambodia. 

International human rights 
groups e s ti mate as many as one 
uuDion Combocfians may have 
died from starvation, execution 
or overwork before a Vietnamese 
invasion toppled Plo Pot 


Taiwan 
opposition 
holds huge 
rally 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s flegfing 
opposition party Sunday ham- 
mered home demands for more 
democratic reform with an anti- 
gover nm ent rally in one of the 
most sacred spots commemorat- 
ing Nationalist Party rule on the 
island. 

Some 10,000 cheering suppor- 
ters of the Democratic Progres- 
sive Party chanted pro-democra- 
cy slogans at Taipei's Clriang Kai- 
Shek Memorial Hall in an elabo- 
rate park built to honour the 
Nationalist strongman who led 
his government into exile in 
Taiwan from China in 1949. 

State radio said 10,000 people 
were gathered in die park, and 
witnesses said more demonstra- 
tors were pouring in for the rally, 
which was organised to demand * 
direct presidential elections and 
an end to the nationalist-domin- 
ated National Assembly. 

Protesters wielding cans of 
spray paint covered the park’s 
ornamental white gates and walls 
with multi -coloured graffiti accus- 
ing the Nationalists of stalling 
democratic change. 


the two main rebel groups in 
northern Ethiopia to declare a 
ceasefire to. fadHtstte famine re- 
lief operations. 

“The mam concern of my in- 
tervention w» to get die goveni- 
ment to agree to an 
ceasefire in file corridors which 
would be used for food delivery,” 
Canada’s Minister for Aid and. 
Development Monique Landry 
said at the end of a 24-hour visit 
to Addis Ababa Sunday. -. 

So far, donors have pledged 
more than 400,000 formes off food 
aid to tackle the hunger arising 

from Ethiopia’s third major 
drought in seven yean. 

“If more food aid is needed, we 

will supply more food but there 

is no point in giving it if you can't 
.deliver it,” Landry told Reuters. 

She said Qm«fa had so far 
p l e d ge d 50 million Canaffian dol- 
lars to tackle the latest famine in 
Ethiopia. 

, Relief operations into rebel 
areas have been mounted from 
neighbouring Sudan. 

Chinese 
leaders 
call for 


unity 


PEKING (R) — anna’s leaden 
assembled Sunday to defiver a 
tough message to the nation, cafl- 
ing for political stability as testing 

a nn iv er sa ries of anti-government 

protests approach. 

President Yang Shangkun led 
Co mm u ni st Party and govern- 
ment leaders into Peking’s Great 
Hall of tire People for the annual 
session of the dunese People’s 
Political Consultative Confer- 
ence, winch acts as their adv is or y 
body. 

Several octogenarians had to 
be assisted to their seats an the 
rostrum and 81-year-old confer- 
ence c hariman Li JGanman was 
helped to his feet for the national 
anthem 

The con fe rence work report 
delivered to about 2,000 dele- 
gates said their first task was to 
“preserve and develop political 
stability and rarity” 


U.S. to go 
ahead with 
SDI tests 
in Pacific 

KWAJALEIN, Marshall Islands 
(R) — The U.S. will go ahead 
with the first major field tests of 
Star Wars weapons technology by 
June despite controversy over 
budget cats for big-ticket weapon 
systems in Washington, a senior 
U.S. army general said. 

“Kwajalein Atoll is ideally 
suited for the tests because of its 
location. The operation at 
Kwajalein will continue to be 
strong,” said Lieutenant General 
Robert Hammond, the comman- 
der (ft the army’s Strategic De- 
fence Command. 

“The mission at Kwajalein is 
icreasing and it wfll be properly 
resourced,” he said, after visiting 
the mid-Parific test site last week. 

Hammond, who is based in 
Washington, said construction of 
new missile facilities and ground- 
based radar will go ahead despite 
plans announced by U.S. De- 
fence Secretary. Richard Cheney 
to dose more than 100 military 
bases in the United States. 

The U.S. army has spent mo- 
tions of dollars to braid nrissfle 
launching and support facilities 
for the first field tests of Star 
Wars weapons technology, 
known as the Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI), at tire test site at 
Kwajalein 6,700. kilometres west 
of California. 

The army wfll try to intercept 
and destroy unarmed missiles 
fired from California before they 
land in the' waters around the 
atoll. 

Hammond, speaking in an in- 
terview Friday, said they wfll use 
computers, infrared sensors and 
ground-based radar to guide 
rockets to destroy tire missiles in 
tire skies above Kwajalein. 

The army will receive at least a 
third of the $3.8 billion approved 
by tire U.S. Congress to develop 
the Star Wars programme, he 
said. 

The atoll will see a rapid ex- 
pansion of its facilities. It is 
already the primary U.S. army 
missile range where MX, Trident 
and Minuteman missiles are 
tested on a regular basis. 


Thatcher to stay oh 
to fight next elections 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
brushing aside pressure from cri- 
tics to resign, was quoted Sunday 
as saying she would fight “every 
inch of the way” to win a fourth 
general election. 

She said id an interview with 
the Sunday Express newspaper 
that the policies of her ruling 
Conservative Party were right de^y 
spite high interest rates, protests 
over a new poll tax and huge 
leads by the opposition Labour 
Party in opinion polls. 

“Frequently the policies that 
are absolutely right have two 
effects — the short term is diffi- 
cult and tire long term is benefi- 
cial. You have to have the cour- 
age to stick to it,” she said. 

She dismissed Labour’s claim 
that the Conservative Party .was 
in terminal decline but acknow- 
ledged that the net general elec- 
tion would be a tough fight. 

“I have always found elec- 
tions tough. I have never 
assumed we would win. 

“We fight everyinch of the 


way. We fight on a very good 
manifesto always. We always 
know where we are going and 
people know we will stick to our 
chosen course,” Thatcher said. 

Thatcher brushed aside reports 
that at least a quarter of Con- 
servative members of parliament 
wanted her to quit before the 
next general election and that 
some were plotting to topple her. 

“I do not believe many are 
doing that You get ups and 
downs in politics ami most of us 
know bow to stay steady through 
it” 

She recognised that the govern- 
ment’s unpopularity reflected un- 
ease about high repayments for 
home owners and the poll tax but 
dismissed talk of an economic 
recession. 

“Look at the amount of retail 
sates, the amount of spending, 
the amount of overseas holidays. 
This is not a poor country.” 

She said the benefits of the poll 
tax, a new levy replacing property 
taxes; would eventually become 
apparent 


U.S. could pull forces out 
of Philippines in a year 


MANILA (R) — The United 
States wiD pull its forces out of 
the Phifipfrines within a year ft it 
cannot get a new agreement to 
extend use of key military bases, 
the commander of U.S. forces in 
the Pacific said. 

Admiral Huntington Hardisty 
was quoted by the U.S. Armed 
Forces newspaper' Stars And 
Stripes Sunday as saying he was 
confident Washington and Man- 
ila would reach a new agreement 
on the U.S. bases in the Philip- 
pines. 

But tire head of tire U.S. Paci- 
fic Command said in remarks 
made in Guam Friday that he had 
draw n up plans to poll out within 
a year from when the lease on 
Subic Naval Base, Clark Air Base 
and four smaller facilities ends in 
September 1991. 

“In September *91, if we don’t 
renegotiate, we’ll be out of the 
Philippines in a year,” Hardisty 
was reported as saying. “We're 
ready to go- We’ve got all the 
plans ... it'll take exactly rare year 


to move out.” 

Exploratory talks on the future 
of the bases, used to defend the 
Indian and Pacific Ocean regions, 
will open in Manila in arid- April, 
with President Aquino keeping 
her options open on whether to 
renew the lease or not. 

' There is strong pressure in the 
Rutippme senate to end the 
agreement. Philippine Defence 
Secretary Fidel Ramos has sug- 
gested a gradual phase-out of the 
bases, which bring in around $1 
bfllkm a year for foe countiy and 
employ 68,000 Filipino workers. 

The United States would like 
to see the agreement renewed for 
at feast 10 years, arguing that 
despite a reduced Soviet threat m 
the region a U.S. presence is still 
needed to ensure security. ' 

But the negotiating atmos- 
phere has been soured by Philip- 
■pine government charges that tire 
United States has reneged on 
earlier pledges to pay $481 mil- 
lion a year in 1990 and 1991 in 
direct aid and assistance. 


Hawke leads party into elections Saturday 


SYDNEY (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Bob Hawke leads his ruling 
Labour Party into a closely 
fought general election Saturday, 
hoping his enduring popularity 
will help achieve a fourth straight 
Labour victory. 

Hawke, who assumed power in 
1983 and was re-elected one year 
later and again in 1987, called (he 
contest against the leading 
opposition group, tire Liberal- 
National Party Coalition, a cru- 
cial one. 

“I believe the election is (he 
most important one since 1949,” 
said Hawke, referring to the year. 
Labour lost and the liberal Party 
took over for 23 straight years. 
“The election will essentially de- 
termine the character of the na- 
tion that we are going to have in 
the 21st century.” 

The coalition of the Liberal- 
National Party is ted by Andrew 
Peacock, a 51-year-old former 
foreign minister, who predicts a 
16-seat opposition victory. 

Peacock is making his second 
— and maybe last — bid for the 
prime ministership. He has asked 
Australians to d u m p the Labour 
government in favour of one that 
“will work” for Australia’s poor- 
er writing people. 


After seven years in office, the 
Hawke-led Labour government 
faces a possible backlash over 
pocketbook issues despite cam- 
paigning on its record of sound 
economic management. 

Concern about a $100 billion 
foreign debt and record 18-per 
cent interest rates — which are 
hurting home buyers and small 
business — have dominated an 
.uneventful campaign. One of tire 
biggest issues of tire campaign has 
been Labour’s capital gains tax 
and its effect on pension funds. 

With a week remaining, public 
opinion polk are predicting a lose 
vote along party lines, Hawke’s 
popularity rating notwith- 
standing. 

Latest polls showed 43 per cent 
of those questioned favouring 
Labour, for a mere advantage of 
two percentage points over 
Peacock’s coalition. 

But Hawke is well ahead in 
personal popularity, leading 
Peacock 52 per cent to 23 per cent 
in the random telephone survey 
by the Melbourne Age newspap- 
er. The peril, which gave no mar- 
gin of error, said 25 per cent were 
undecided. 

There are 10 million eligible 
voters in tire country of 16.5 


million, and voting is compulr 
sory. 

Labour currently has 85 seats 
in the 148-seat House of Repre- 
sentatives, which chooses the 
government. The liberal Party 
has 45 seats and its coalition 
partner National Party has 18 
seats. 

In tire wings is an apparently 
large and disenchanted third 
force — of Australian Demo- 
crats, Greens and independent 
candidates — who appear to be 
commanding about 20 per cent of 
the vote, according to the polls. 

The opposition coalition needs 
only a swing of 2.6 per cent to 
take power, according to political 
analysts. 

Regardless of Saturday’s out- 
come, Australian foreign policy is 
'unlikely to change. The two main 
parties espouse similar policies 
and support continued close rela- 
tions with the United States. 

The campaign has been char- 
acterised by several newspapers 
as uneventful. 

The Sydney Morning Herald 
said that as the election looms, it 
has become increasingly clear 
that “the two major candidates 
have the combined charisma of a 
wet salad sandwich.” 


The tabloid Daily Telegraph of 
Sydney asked, “excuse us, but 
has anyone seen tire electison 
campaign?” 

Against a background of 6.5 
per cent unemployment and 18 
per cent interest rates the Daily 
Telegraph commented, “the 
federal election campaign is drift- 
ing on an ocean of apathy be- 
cause so many Australian families 
are drowning m a sea of debt and 
fee! they are living in a sinking 
country.” 

Hawke called the election in 
February. He allowed only 36 
days for campaigning, three 
above the minimum requirement 
of 33, saying, “we would have 
gone collectively bonkers” ft 
campaigning had gone longer. 

Hawke said re-election of his 
government would put Australia 
on the right political coutsc for 
years to come. The former trade 
union leader had expressed hope 
of leading Labour into a fifth 
election before- retiring. 

Meanwhile, Peacock's cam- 
paign has been dismissed by acer- 
bic Federal Treasurer Paul Keat- 
ing, who noting bis last bid for the 
prime ministership, remarked, “a 
souffle only rises once.” 


Mongolian leadership promises multi-party elections 


ULAN BATOR, Mongolia (AP) 
— A leading instigator of Mongo- 
lia’s .leap toward democracy, a 
graduate student named Zorig, 
wore only the slightest of smiles 
on what appeared to be a day of 
great triumph for his four-month- 
old opposition movement. 

The ruling Communist Party’s 
new leaders — replacing those 
whom the opporition successfully 
demanded resign — had just 
promised multi-party elections 
for the first time in Mongolia's 
history. 

“It was just as I expected,” 
Zorig said. ‘They have to re- 
form.” 

But now his fledgling Mongo- 
lian Democratic Party and three 
other opposition parties face a 
new problem: Deriding if tire 
Communist Party is sincere oris 
merely trying to coopt and con- 
trol the opposition by adopting its 
slogans of democracy and human' 
rights. 

On the surface, the forces of 
reform appear to have swept 
through Mongolia’s Stalinist poli- 
tical system as swiftly and surely 
as national hero Genghis Khan's 
warriors , swept through Central 
Asia in the 13tfa Century in Mon- 
golia’s last glory days. 

In the space of a week, tire 
Mongolian People’s Party re- 
nounced its constitutional 
guarantee of power, scheduled a 


foil party congress to make more 
leadership changes and promised 
to work on equal terms with 
opposition groups that want 
democracy and market-style eco- 
nomic reforms. 

It agreed to hold a referendum 
on tire legitimacy of the ament 
legislature, winch rubber stamps 
party decisions, and draft a new 
election law. President Jambyn 
Batmonh and Prime Minister 
Dumaagyn Sodnom offered to 
resign, and the legislature may 
accept their resignations next 
week. 

Bat the apparatus of 69 years 
of Communist rule remains in 
place. No one has suggested dis- 
mantling the dreaded Committee 
of Public Security, Mongolia’s 
KGB. 

It is not dear ft old rates, such 
as the ban on prosdytyang out- 
side Mongolia’s one remanring 
Buddhist monastery, still bold.. 

Nor Is it clear if tire ousted 
leaden are really gone. A hot 
topic among Mongolians was 
whether they would retain their 
official salaries. 

The new party secretary gener- 
al, Bombogavyn Odurbat, said 
Thursday it was too early to set 
forth specific reform plans, 
although he spoke in broad terms 
(ft improving economic efficien- 
cy. He stressed that Mongolia 
should remain Socialist. 


Some opposition activists sus- 
pect the Communists have agreed 
to reform only as a realistic con- 
cession to tire democratic forces 
sweeping the Soviet Bloc, to 
which Mongolia belongs. The 
party’s real intent, they fear, is to 
retain their power. 

As proof, they report that 
when the Mongolian Democratic 
Party began a hunger strike last 
week, the move that triggered the 
leadership shuffle, the army was 
put on alert, although bullets 
were not issued. 

The government suddenly 
matte more vodka available in 
more stores and for longer hours 
— part of an alleged scheme to 
encourage rowdiness and create a 
pretext for using force. The 
attempt failed, they said, because 
army and police commanders did 
not agree. 

No one knows for sure who in 
the Communist Party favoured 
using force. 

“We are fighting for a condi- 
tion in winch everybody can 
answer such questions,” said R. 
Gondngdoiz, chairman of the 
opposition Serial Democratic 
Movement. 

■ He said the public knows Httte 
about the new leaders, except 
that all are veteran-party mem- 
bers. Although factions in the 
party have pot forward reform 
programmes similar to those of 


the o pp os i tion, and individual 
Communists have joined, opposi- 
tion groups, no Gorbachev-like 
figure has emerged in tire top 
ranks to push for reform. 

If the party has been swathed 
in secrecy from its public, so too 
Mongolia has been cot off from 
the outride world for centuries, 
first by Chinese rulers and, since 
the 1920s, by the Soviet Union 
which helped it gain independ- 
ence from China and then sta- 
tioned troops there. 

Moscow already has said it will 
withdraw the estimated 60,000 
troops by 1992. Despite popular 
resentment of the Soviets, the 
alliance is likely to continue. 

Tentative new trade and other 
exchanges with China also will 
likely continue. However, Social 
Democratic sources said China 
recently has laid an “iron cur- 
tain” between the two countries, 
screening cross-border travellers 
more carefully to prevent spread 
of democracy and nationalist 
democratic and nationalist ideas 
among China’s 3 million ethnic 
Mongols. 

Both foe Communists and 
opposition groups say Mongolia 
would not even be talking about 
reform now ft it were not for the 
Soviet and East European Exam- 
ples. The Communist Party made 
a few moves to streamline its 
bureaucracy in 1988, but only in 


late 1989, when much of Eastern 
Europe rejected Communist rule, 
did Mongolia’s opposition 
emerge. 

Zorig and a group of friends 
founded the Mongolian Demo- 
cratic Association — which later 
spawned the Mongolian Demo- 
cratic Party — in November with 
unofficial headquarters in a study 
hall at the Mongolian State Uni- 
versity where he is a doctoral 
student of philosophy. 

The Social Democratic Party 
and National Progressive Party, 
also fed mainly by urban intellec- 
tuals and government workers, 
e me rged later with bases in other 
departments of the university. 
The Free Labour Party was 
founded by co-op shops and fac- 
tories and has the b est financial 


The groups, lacking even 
rudimentary office equipment, 
have managed to organise bran- 
dies in other cities, enlist some 
.workers and stage a series of 
raffles in Ulan Bator’s central 
square that climaxed with the 
hunger strike. Together, they 
claim more than 100,000 sym- 
pathisers among Mongolia's .2 
million people. 

Now, their challenge is to field 
credible candidates far legislative 
elections, which are scheduled for 
next year but which the opposi- 
tion wants this summer. 


■ 0 ! 


France’s new 
opera house opens 

PARIS (R) — France’s new 
national opera bouse, plagued by 
financial problems, technical 
headaches and artistic squabbles, 
staged its grand Opening nine 
months late Saturday with a glit- 
tering capacity audience and a 
near disaster. The audience 
gasped and singers in the Bastille 
Opera House crouched in horro 
when a huge prop crashed into a 
steel curtain sending splinters 
flying onto the stage below during 
the opening-night performance of 
a neglected work by 19th century 
French composer Hector Berlioz. 
But the first Paris performance of 
the Trojans, a five-and-a-half- 
taour epic chosen for its patriotic 
associations, continued despite 
the hitch in the elaborate compu- 
ter-controlled scene-shifting 
machinery and the first-night 
crowd later roared its '‘approval. 
The 2,700-seat house, which 
Chairman Pierre Berge hopes will 
one day rival the great opera 
house of Vienna, La Scala in 
Milan and New York’s Met, was 
packed for what one of only 12 
performances of its first season. 
That star of the show, the black 
soprano Grace Bumbry in the 
role of Cassandra, took numer- 
ous curtain calls for her full- 
throated performance. Fans cal- 
led out “bravo” and threw flow- 
ers on stage at the end of the first 
scene. The opera house, con- 
ceived by Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand in 1982 to 
bring a traditionally elitist art to 
the people, dominates the square 
where Parisians stormed the Bas- 
tille Prison at the start of the 1789 
French Revolution. Built at a cost 
of. 2.2 billion francs ($385 mil- 
lion). it was initially scheduled to 
open last July during celebrations 
marking the 200th anniversary of 
the revolution. 

Stars attend AIDS 
benefit concert 

NEW YORK (AP) — Some of 
the biggest names in fee music 
industry turned out Saturday 
night for a benefit concert billed 
as tiie single largest fund-raising 
event for AIDS. The “that’s what 
friends are for" concert at Radio 
City Marie Hall was expected to 
raise between $2 million and S3 
million. Carly Simon, Whitney 
Houston, Air Supply, the Eurytb- 
mks, Dionne Warwick, Jermaine 
Jackson, Daryl Hall and John 
Oates, Patti Smith, Milli Vanilli 
and Kenny G. were among those 
artists scheduled to perform. Hie 
concert was sponsored by Arista 
Records, which was celebrating 
its 15th anniversary. Proceeds 
from the concert were earmarked 
for the Gay Men’s Health Crisis 
and other AIDS organisations. 
The health crisis group, founded 
in 1981. has over 1.600 volunteers 
who provide support services to 
more than 2,700 people with 
AIDS. 

Swedes queue* 
to get married 

STOCKHOLM (SIP) — New 
legislation on eligibility for a 
widow's pension has caused a 
mad dash to the altar in Sweden 
during the last month of the 
eighties, according to preliminary 
figures from statistics Sweden. 
More than 100,000 couples got , 
married in 1989 as opposed to , 
some 40,000 during the preceding 
years. Churches and registry 
offices were particularly busy 
during December 1989 when 
55,000 last minute weddings were 
conducted, more than half of the 
record year’s total. Up until 
October 1989 marriage figures 
indicated a “normal year”. Statis- 
tics Sweden says, but when the 
news broke abouLthe new legisla- 
tion effective from 1990, a large 
number of cohabiting couples de- 
cided to exchange marriage vows 
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